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A group of Lawrence students, faculty and staff
walks the “Winding Mountain Path” in Guiyang,
China, as part of Lawrence’s “Sustainable China”
trip in December. (Photo by Rachel Crowl)
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Lawrence students plan and carry out unique capstone projects to
demonstrate command of their chosen fields. Senior Experience is the
culmination of students’ academic journeys.

A group of alumni, faculty and staff took a Lawrence/Björklunden
seminar trip to Cuba in March for a glimpse into the enigmatic island’s
past and present.
LAWRENCE
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Dear Lawrentians,
Our university provides an extraordinary learning environment.
Visit campus during term time and you will see Engaged Learning
in action. Students fill Lawrence’s classrooms with vigorous
discussions and deep exploration of topics that range widely:
from the economic factors behind rural-to-urban migration in
Indonesia with Assistant Professor of Economics Hillary Caruthers
to the ecological ramifications of zebra mussel invasions in Green
Bay with biology Professor Bart De Stasio ’82.
At Lawrence, we firmly believe these experiences form the
foundation of a student’s education. We also recognize that the
world is a diverse and complex place that is better understood
by directly engaging with it. This is why we encourage our
students to expand their educational experiences beyond
the Appleton and Björklunden campuses, whether through
residential study abroad programs that cover entire academic
terms or through trips during breaks as part of what we like
to call “traveling classrooms.”
Data published by the Institute of International Education in
2015 showed that just fewer than 10 percent of American
undergraduates participate in residential study abroad
programs. But at Lawrence, the percentage in each graduating
class has ranged between 35 and 40 percent over the past
five years. We would like that number to be even higher. Recent
gifts from many Lawrentians to endowed scholarship funds
made it possible for the Board of Trustees to increase the
amount of need-based financial aid available for study abroad.
This increased aid will be indexed to future comprehensive fee
increases, allowing more Lawrence students to take part in
these transformative off-campus experiences.
Dawn Michele Whitehead, senior director of global learning
and curricular change at the Association of American
Colleges and Universities, writes: “High-quality global learning
situates students in the midst of global challenges and
provides them with multiple opportunities for analysis from
different perspectives and a real-world context for applying

“

LEFT TO RIGHT: Luvie Myers, President Mark Burstein, Richard Zimman ’73,
Scott Myers ’79 and Dave Blowers ’82 at the El Caballero de Paris statue in
Old Havana during a Björklunden-sponsored trip to Cuba in March.

the knowledge and skills they have gained.” In other words,
Engaged Learning on a global level.
These are among the opportunities we aim to provide for
our students, whether they study production techniques of
Shakespearean plays in our London Centre program, practice
their French and Wolof as part of the Francophone Seminar
in Dakar, Senegal, or research the environmental impact
of rainforest degradation in Madagascar. While abroad,
Lawrentians from vastly different academic interests and
backgrounds engage with tangible dilemmas that require
collaborative, interdisciplinary, hands-on approaches. They
might work in tandem with a nongovernmental organization to
establish a new school in rural Sierra Leone or analyze the use
of green space across Chinese cities.
Wherever they go, whatever they do, Engaged Learning requires
them to put skills developed in the classroom to the test. By
doing so in new settings, Lawrentians gain confidence in their
ability to conquer the unknown; these experiences build greater
awareness of and appreciation for the tremendous diversity that
exists in our world. They return to the campus community with
new perspectives and a heightened sense of global citizenship
that will stay with them for the rest of their lives. We know they
will continue to make us proud long after they leave campus.
Yours,
Mark Burstein
President

While abroad, Lawrentians from
vastly different academic interests
and backgrounds engage with tangible

dilemmas that require collaborative,
interdisciplinary, hands-on approaches.”
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Lawrence students perform a K-POP dance routine during the 40th annual International Cabaret variety show. (Photo by Paul Wilke)

“

This is something that’s for everyone: different
cultures, different religions, different
backgrounds, different identities. But we come
together and create this beautiful show.”
—Bimalsen Rajbhandari ’17,
president of Lawrence International

► Go behind the scenes of the 40th annual Lawrence International Cabaret: go.lawrence.edu/cabaret-2016-video
To see more photos from this year’s Cabaret, visit go.lawrence.edu/cabaret-2016-photos.
LAWRENCE

5

Engaging and Changing

6

SPRING 2016

LAWRENCE

7

Lawrentians dig deep to help children in West Africa
By Tom Ziemer

“It’s funny how one little thing can basically change the whole
course of your life.”
Sarah Ehlinger ’11 (left) was a sophomore
at Lawrence, balancing a geology major
with her exploits on the soccer field as a
playmaking forward for the Vikings women’s
team. And on this particular fall day, she was
in a Student-Athlete Advisory Committee
meeting over lunch when a professor from
the government department stopped by.
Claudena Skran was looking for a student-athlete to join her
and a group of students on a volunteer trip to Sierra Leone
over the following year’s winter break.
Ehlinger imagined the possibility of raising money and delivering
soccer equipment to children in the impoverished West African
country. More than a year later, she was on a plane back home
after three weeks in Sierra Leone—and raring to go back.
8
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“I was entirely seduced by this amazing experience,” Ehlinger
recalls, more than six years later. “I wanted to really get
involved and return.”
•••
Ehlinger is one character in the story of Lawrence’s
relationship with one of the world’s most impoverished
countries. She is part of a group of more than 50 alumni who
spent a winter or spring break in Sierra Leone distributing
scholarship funds, conducting research or working on a
number of other activities during their time at Lawrence.
Many, like Ehlinger, remain connected to Lawrence’s ongoing
efforts in the country.
Then there is the dedicated group of current students, most of
them members of KidsGive, the educational and developmentfocused student organization that has grown out of the trips.

ABOVE: Alex Kurki ’16 and Berenith Martinez Wolberg ’18 pull on a rope that is part of a government-run pulley system that brings vehicles across a river to the main road.
LEFT: Lawrence students Berenith Martinez Wolberg ’18 (kneeling, left), Wesley Varughese ’16 (kneeling, center) and Katherine Ling ’16 (standing, right) and Professor
of Government Claudena Skran (standing, center) with school leaders at Conforti Community Primary School in the eastern part of Freetown, Sierra Leone's capital.
PREVIOUS PAGE IMAGE: Alex Kurki ’16, left, and Wesley Varughese ’16 are surrounded by students at Fawe School in Mattru Jong, Sierra Leone. (Photos courtesy of KidsGive)

At the center of it all, though, is Skran. The Edwin & Ruth
West Professor of Economics and Social Science, professor
of government and a Lawrence faculty member since 1990,
she has built a development operation in Sierra Leone
from scratch. Under her direction, Lawrence students
have raised thousands of dollars to support schools and
children in Freetown (Sierra Leone’s populous capital), as
well as in rural regions. They have carried out field research
for Senior Experience projects that cross disciplines and
prompt new inquiries.
Now Skran and her students have partnered with an Appleton
service club to take on their most ambitious project yet:
bringing clean water to a community in Freetown. The
Appleton Downtown Rotary Club, with support from its Rotary
District and Rotary International, is funding the construction
of a solar-powered well at Conforti Community Primary School
in eastern Freetown. The well, which should be completed later
this year, will provide a water tap system for the 500 children

at Conforti and their families. It will replace a shallow, handdug well that lies about 15 yards from a septic tank.
“It could change everything at the school,” says Ehlinger.
And when the first stream of water emerges, it will be the
culmination of more than a decade of work.
“This project is a long time in the making,” says Skran.
•••
Skran first traveled to Sierra Leone on Oct. 31, 2005 (“It was
Halloween, so I remembered,” she says with a smile). She was
the first researcher with a Ph.D. to visit the country through
the Fulbright Scholar Program following the country’s civil
war, a bloody conflict that raged from 1991 to 2002, killing
more than 50,000 and displacing millions.

LAWRENCE
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LAWRENCE STUDENTS IN SIERRA LEONE THROUGHOUT THE YEARS
Gabor Bukszar ’14
Alexander Causwell ’14
Inanna Craig-Morse ’14
Emily Crowe ’14
Nestor Dominguez Jr. ’14
MacKenzie Dwyer ’14
Huma Hakimzada ’14
Raena Mueller-Dahl ’14
Helen Noble ’14
Daniel O’Mahoney ’14
Kelsey Priebe ’14
Kate Siakpere ’14
Jonathan Stombres ’14
Alyssa Villaire ’14
Thomas Vogel ’14
Steven Wasilczuk ’14
Elizabeth Barthels ’15
Anna Bolgrien ’15
Aubrey Lawlor ’15
Daniel Martinez Zambrano ’15
Kara Vance ’15
Caitlin Zuehlke ’15
Alex Kurki ’16
Katherine Ling ’16
Wesley Varughese ’16
Delina Abadi ’17
Tamanna Akram ’18
Berenith Martinez Wolberg ’18

Leah (Drilias) Boudreaux ’99
Nicole Dubruiel ’03
Rhea Alert ’04
Ayse Adanali ’07
Julian Hector ’08
Lindsey Ahlen ’10
Natalie Grattan Dale ’10
Sarah Ehlinger ’11
Kaitlyn Esula ’11
Driftnery Martinez ’11
Chelsey Sand ’11
Laura Streyle ’11
Shin Wei (Angela) Ting ’11
Erica Asbell ’12
Peter Brengel ’12
Samuel Lewin ’12
Mariah Mateo Sarpong ’12
Will Meadows ’12
Leah Miller ’12
Kyu-po Pyun ’12
Kyle Simon ’12
Hava Blair ’13
Amanda Dwyer ’13
Adam Kranz ’13
Hashim Morad ’13
Patrick Pylvainen ’13
Kwaku Sarpong ’13
Samantha Schilsky ’13
Babajide Ademola ’14
Students at St. Mary's Catholic School in Kambia in Sierra Leone's northern province show their appreciation for Professor Claudena Skran and Lawrence.

The well at Conforti Community Primary School, shown in 2014 during
a water shortage. It will soon be replaced by a solar-powered well.

For Skran, who had always held an interest in issues affecting
refugees, it was a natural fit.

“The students began to develop these academic projects out of
the trip, and that got me thinking: ‘Hey, we can combine these.
We can create a kind of new model of Engaged Learning,
where we do research, but in a social context,’” Skran says.

She was hooked.

In 2007, she brought her first group of Lawrence students:
“Refugees are amongst the most vulnerable people in the world
Julian Hector ’08 and Ayse Adanali ’07, along with Skran’s
because when they leave their country, they
daughter and a student from New York
usually leave their economic life support,
University. Skran kept coming back, year
their legal protection,” she says. “They’re
after year, bringing students and scholarship
We can create a kind of
sort of thrown out into the wider world that’s
funds with her each year between 2009
often indifferent and hostile to them.
and 2013. And each year, the experience
new model of Engaged
evolved—thanks in part to assistance from
Learning, where we do
“For me, it’s also an interesting theoretical
alumnus Momodu Maligi ’04, a Sierra
research, but in a social
problem because we live in a world where
Leonean who had come to Lawrence to
everybody’s divided up by nation-state,
study government in the midst of his
context.”
where people are linked to a country by
country’s civil war before returning to help
—Claudena Skran,
citizenship. But a refugee throws that whole
his homeland’s recovery efforts.
Edwin & Ruth West Professor of
thing out.”
Economics and Social Science
The growth in the Lawrence student
Skran went to study the sustainability of aid
experience began with the 2009 crew,
projects, which led her to schools across the country. A few
which included Ehlinger, Mariah Mateo Sarpong ’12
days before coming home in April 2006, she visited Conforti,
and Will Meadows ’12. In addition to starting KidsGive as
a school in a poor area heavy on returning refugees and whose
a program of another student organization (Students’ War
students performed well despite socioeconomic hardships.
Against Hunger and Poverty), the small cohort of students
The school’s leaders were looking for help; Skran returned
began dreaming up ambitious projects for return visits.
later that year with scholarship money she had collected from
Ehlinger, the geology major, wanted to examine heavy metal
friends and a few Lawrence alumni.
contamination in the soil around Freetown for her Senior
Experience. Conforti became a hub for not only development
and volunteer work, but also student research.

“
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In the process, the students turned their attention to water.
Amanda Dwyer ’13, a biology and environmental studies
major who’s now working on her Ph.D. at Northeastern
University, tested the areas around Conforti and found high
levels of the bacterial disease cholera. Meadows, another
environmental studies major, interviewed community
members, assessed area wells and conducted a geological
survey. He proposed installing a new well at the school.
“This gave me an opportunity to really lead,” says Meadows,
who’s now pursuing a master’s degree at the Institute of Design
at Stanford (also known as “the d.school”). “I know I want to
be in leadership positions and I want to have the ability to be
a change-maker. Dena (Skran) just had the confidence that
students could do it—that we could get out there and do it.”
“What you find about all the students is they wanted to make a
difference,” Skran says, rattling off career paths of alumni that
range from studying public health at Columbia University to
working for the World Bank. “And I think that probably describes
the experience.”

•••
In 2013, Maligi joined Sierra Leone President Ernest Bai
Koroma’s cabinet as minister of water resources. That same
year, Skran began hunting for funding for the well at Conforti.
She talked with Gary Vaughan, an Appleton businessman and
an integral part of Lawrence’s Innovation and Entrepreneurship
(I&E) Program; Vaughan brought another Downtown
Appleton Rotary member into the conversation: Tom Boldt,
the construction company CEO whose wife, Renee ’85, is a
Lawrence alumna and a member of the university’s Board of
Trustees. Boldt and Vaughan hired Ehlinger, then a graduate
student at the University of Ghana, to conduct a feasibility
study and to write a grant proposal for Rotary International.
“And then Ebola hit,” Skran says.
The outbreak, which killed nearly 4,000 in Sierra Leone
according to the World Health Organization (more than 11,300
died across Sierra Leone and its West African neighbors
Guinea and Liberia), slowed the well project, even though
Rotary had agreed to fund it.
Finally, after Sierra Leone was declared free of Ebola
transmission in November 2015, Skran was able to return
LAWRENCE
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LEFT: Members of the 2011 trip (from left): Patrick
Pylvainen ’13, Hashim Morad ’13, Professor Claudena
Skran, Amanda Dwyer ’13, Katie Croake of the National
Democratic Institute, Babajide Ademola ’14, Peter
Brengel ’12 and Kyle Simon ’12. (Photos courtesy of
Claudena Skran)

REPUBLIC OF SIERRA LEONE

TRANSFORMATIVE TRIP

•N
 amed by Portuguese explorer
Pedro de Sintra in 1462; “Serra
Leoa” means “lion mountains” in
Portuguese

By Alex Kurki ’16
This past spring break, I was one of six
students who went on a KidsGive volunteer
trip to Sierra Leone organized by Professor
Claudena Skran. It was much different
from and more transformative than any
other spring break I had experienced.

• Established as a British settlement
in 1787
• Gained independence in 1961
• Total area is slightly smaller than
South Carolina

KidsGive is a Lawrence-affiliated nonprofit
run by Professor Skran and a small group
of students that provides education-related
aid to students in Sierra Leone. During the
volunteer trip, we monitored the progress
of a well project at Conforti School in
Freetown, the capital of Sierra Leone. We
also distributed educational scholarships to
underserved kids and subsidized the cost
of teacher training at four schools.

• Population: 5.8 million
• Capital: Freetown
• Languages: English (official but
only spoken by minority), Mende,
Temne, Krio
• Life expectancy: 57.79 years (204th
out of 224 countries)
• Infant mortality rate: 71.68 deaths
per 1,000 live births (11th highest in
the world)
• Internet users: 1.5 percent of the
population
Source: CIA World Factbook

=Location of KidsGive
partner schools
ABOVE: Part of the 2009 group (from left): Mariah Mateo Sarpong ’12, Lindsey Ahlen ’10, Sarah Ehlinger ’11, Momodu Maligi ’04,
Kaitlyn Esula ’11, Natalie Grattan Dale ’10, Ismael Yankuba (their Sierra Leonean guide), Laura Streyle ’11 and Chelsey Sand ’11.

to the country with her students. This March, she and six
students reconnected with Conforti, visited a computer lab
installed by the 2013 cohort at Njala University in the country’s
southern province, distributed books at several schools and
delivered scholarships and money from a KidsGive Ebola
orphan fundraising campaign. Wesley Varughese ’16
says the children in Sierra Leone aren’t shy about showing
their gratitude.
“You’ll be walking in the street and they’ll be holding your
hands the entire time,” says Varughese, a veteran of the 2013
and 2016 trips and co-president of KidsGive. “You’ll have 10
kids surrounding you, not wanting to leave.”
The Rotary funding will cover the construction of the well by
a private contractor. KidsGive is handling the educational
side of the project; Lawrence students have collaborated with
Philadelphia-based Healthy NewsWorks to produce videos on
12
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water and sanitation to use at Conforti. The Lawrence team
will also help form a social system to manage the well. As
Skran notes, “It’s very easy to build a well. It’s a lot harder to
keep that well going.”
KidsGive—now part of the Lawrence I&E program as an outlet
for social entrepreneurship—plans to make yearly visits to
Conforti to monitor and measure the effectiveness of the well,
with the help of Maligi and the water ministry. It’s also hoping
to scale up the project by hooking up toilets and hand-washing
stations. Ideally, Conforti’s system could serve as a model for
other communities in the country.
It’s the kind of big idea—created by strategically placed aid—
that drives Skran.
“I think universities should realize their potential as
development actors,” she says. “There’s so much that a

coordinated effort by institutions can do in a particular area, just by visiting
the same places, supporting the same places, connecting with communities.”
The effect can be just as powerful on the students doing the work. They form
lifelong friendships. They discover or further embrace professional interests.
They learn how their work can make a difference in the world.
“This project is the reason why Lawrence is an amazing school,” says Ehlinger,
who now works for Endpoint Solutions, an environmental consulting company
in Franklin, Wis. “It gave so many opportunities for students who were willing
to grasp them and really learn their disciplines firsthand. That’s just the best
way to learn. Get your hands dirty. Take responsibility. Design a project. Learn
from it. Ask questions. Be confident.
“This project is so Lawrence.” ■

The nature of the word “underserved” in
this context is more severe than most
people living in the United States can
imagine. At the schools we work with,
the average cost of yearly tuition is about
$50. This can be a prohibitive cost for
most families in a country where half of
the population lives on less than $1.25
a day. Many of these children come from
homes—and go to schools—lacking things
that we take for granted in the U.S., such
as running water and electricity. This is the
nature of life in a country recovering from
the effects of a decade-long civil war as
well as an Ebola outbreak, and it cannot
be conveyed properly in words. It must be
seen to be understood.
This volunteer experience taught me about
the nature of true perseverance and hope.
The people we met with did not wear their
trying life experiences on their sleeves.
Instead of ruminating about difficult past
and present situations, they emphasized
the importance of working to build a
better future for their country. Gaining this
perspective was the most transformative
experience I have had during my time at
Lawrence, and I will never forget it.
► Hear more from Lawrence students
about their March trip to Sierra Leone:
go.lawrence.edu/SLvideo
LAWRENCE
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A LAWRENCE CLASSROOM …
on the other side of the world
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Angela M. Vanden Elzen, reference and Web services librarian,
talks to an art class about the library’s new makerspace.

LAWRENCE
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“

I don’t want to go there to see China. I want to
go there to experience and engage with China.”
—Jason Brozek, Stephen Edward Scarff
Professor of International Affairs

“We’re interested in the intersection of Chinese culture and
economic conservation. We’re interested in the intersection of
environmental conservation and economic development. And
we’re really interested if we can find places where all three of
these things come together.”

Chak Bory-Baar pointed to a rice-pounding ceremony
performed for the group by members of the Miao ethnic group
in Guizhou Province. Some traditions once reserved for specific
occasions are now observed on demand for the benefit of
foreign tourists.

Grants from the Henry Luce Foundation have supported four
trips to China since 2009, bringing students, faculty and staff
together for 10 weeks of academic preparation (in one course
that covers the program’s themes, plus another in introductory
Mandarin) followed by nearly three weeks of immersion in a
“traveling classroom.”

“The same culture that they’ve commercialized to preserve
is simultaneously lost when you commercialize it,” he says.

The students enter China having crafted their own definitions
of sustainability, a concept Brozek says “we often conceive of
too narrowly.”
=Cities visited during Lawrence’s 2015 Sustainable China trip

“We think about sustainability purely as an environmental
issue,” he says. “Environmental sustainability without thinking
about culture or economic development is really missing a big
part of the story.”

Students explore commerce, conservation and culture in “Sustainable China”
By Tom Ziemer

T

he water fountain chattered away in Mandarin at Chelsea
Gosney ’18, who stood helpless—and thirsty—amid the
commotion at Shanghai-Pudong International Airport. Her
first encounter with China was proving to be bewildering.

“Oh, this is how it’s going to be,” the biology and Spanish
major thought as her standoff with the fountain, which was
heated to sterilize the water and required the use of a special
cup, dragged on. Thankfully, a sympathetic Chinese traveler
stepped in to provide some assistance.
Lawrence’s “Sustainable China” program opens students’
minds to life in the world’s most populous country, delivering
lessons that run considerably deeper than the peculiarities

16
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of Chinese water fountains. It asks students to engage with
three themes that cut across traditional academic silos:
economic development, environmental conservation, and
cultural preservation and heritage. And it provides them with a
fascinating lens through which to view those issues: a country
with the world’s second-largest economy by gross domestic
product, well-documented problems with pollution and a
history that stretches back more than 4,000 years.
“What we’re really interested in are the legs of that triangle, as
opposed to those topics in isolation,” says Jason Brozek, the
Stephen Edward Scarff Professor of International Affairs, associate
professor of government and director of “Sustainable China.”

PREVIOUS PAGE IMAGE: The Grand Canal in Wuxi, China (Photos by Rachel Crowl)

But even multifaceted notions of sustainability are tested
against the complex and rapidly changing backdrop of China.
The most recent trip, in December 2015, brought the Lawrence
group to five cities of varying sizes, starting with Shanghai,
with its staggering 24 million–plus population, and ending
in Hong Kong. In between, the itinerary included stops at an
ancient silk factory in Wuxi that had been converted into a
high-end boutique and hotel, a rural village using its own water
filtration and waste reduction systems in Guizhou Province
and a fishing village in Shenzhen that was set to be demolished
and developed.
“We have questions about environmental and economic
sustainability here in America, too,” says Hawkens Chak
Bory-Baar ’17, a government major and one of 12 Lawrence
students on the 2015 trip, “but we don’t really have the
question of how to preserve traditional culture in America
in a way that they do overseas.”

These are the types of experiences Brozek looks for when
planning the trips. He says one of his goals is to avoid any
PowerPoint presentations; he would rather students learn
by sharing lunch with monks at a Zen Buddhist temple or
by riding the bustling Shanghai subway.
“I think that’s so important to be on the ground, in the
street, seeing things, experiencing things, smelling things,
hearing things,” says Brozek. “This is such an overwhelming,
multisensory experience, but so much of it is lost if you don’t
get into the streets with the people who really live there.
“I don’t want to go there to see China. I want to go there to
experience and engage with China.”
And a key element in that engagement is the diversity of
thought and background that exists among the members of
each “traveling classroom.” Students and faculty come from
all across the Lawrence campus. Some, as one would expect,
are government majors like Chak Bory-Baar who are interested
in careers in international relations. Others might be gender
studies scholars bringing utterly new concepts to Lawrence’s
partner campus, Guizhou Normal University, as lecturer
Helen Boyd Kramer did on the December trip.
They are also a mix of experienced world travelers and firsttime passport users, of Chinese-born students and blond-hair,
blue-eyed ones like Gosney who draw stares from curious
onlookers.
“China becomes this nexus for us to think and discuss and
LAWRENCE
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Junior government major Glenn McMahon takes a photo at Taihu Lake outside of Wuxi.

learn from each other, as we learn from this place,”
Brozek says.
The larger idea, Brozek says, is to create a springboard
for students. For some, the experience might propel them
toward a deeper interest in China—the Luce Foundation
grant, which ends in 2017, supports several intensive, on-theground student research projects each summer. For others,
Sustainable China builds confidence to pursue long-term
study abroad opportunities. The “traveling classroom”
model is meant to be a complement to the nearly 60 offcampus study abroad programs offered by Lawrence, rather
than an alternative.
“I would like students to come away with an appreciation for
the complexity of China and an appreciation for the complexity
of sustainability,” Brozek says. “But more broadly, I also want

18
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them to come away with the idea of place-based learning, of
engaging deeply in a place and how rewarding that can be.”

ENGAGED LEARNING
Lawrence is committed to a learning style that
requires active participation. Engaged Learning
is what characterizes a Lawrence education and
distinguishes Lawrentians. By actively engaging in
challenging and meaningful learning experiences with
faculty and with one another—exploring, debating,
researching, creating, practicing, performing—
Lawrence students are prepared to adapt and
succeed in an ever-changing world.

TOP LEFT: A woman peeks out of her doorway in Hubei Old Town in Shenzen.
TOP RIGHT: Lawrence students, faculty and staff listen to Monica He outline the
history of Hubei Old Town in Shenzen.

BOTTOM LEFT: A group discussion after a visit to the Civic Center and
Industry/Innovation Exhibition in Shenzen.
BOTTOM RIGHT: Jason Brozek, Stephen Edward Scarff Professor
of International Affairs, stands at the shore of Taihu Lake examining
the pollution.

WHAT HAPPENS ON A SUSTAINABLE CHINA TRIP? HERE ARE SOME
OF THE HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE DECEMBER ITINERARY:

► To see more photos from Lawrence’s December
“Sustainable China” trip, visit go.lawrence.edu/
chinaphotos.

• Shanghai History Museum
• Yuyuan Garden (first built in 1559)
• Hike up Mount Hui near Wuxi
• Boat trip on Hongfeng Lake in Guizhou Province
• Lunch with elementary school students in a small village

► Rachel Crowl, Lawrence’s web content and new
media coordinator, was along for the ride as
Lawrence’s “Sustainable China” trip visited five
cities in 16 days in December. Hear from faculty
and students in Crowl’s documentary of the trip at
go.lawrence.edu/chinavideo.

• Visit to Miao women’s batik cooperative (fabric dyeing)
•H
 ike up a monkey-infested path to the top of a karst (limestone)
formation
•V
 isit to statue of former Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping in
Shenzhen’s Lianhuashan Lotus Park
• L unch with Lawrence alumni Rick Kroos ’66, entrepreneur, and
KK Tse ’81, CEO of Tradelink Electronic Commerce, in Hong Kong
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Lawrence students use Senior Experience to engage with global topics
By members of the Class of 2016

awrentians begin their academic journeys bound together by
the common intellectual exploration of Freshman Studies.
In the years that follow, they branch out in pursuit of their
individual interests, delving deeper and deeper into subjects
ranging from anthropology to theatre arts.

Senior Experience is the culmination of this odyssey. Each
Lawrence senior plans and carries out a unique project to
demonstrate command of his, her or their chosen field. It could
be an analysis of differential equations. Or a research paper
on soybean agriculture in eastern Bolivia. Or a performance
of works by the great classical composers. Or something else
that an intellectually curious Lawrentian might dream up.
Here are six such Senior Experience projects—examining
issues all over the world—from the Class of 2016, as told by
the students working on them:

MICHAEL BRISSETT ’16, BIOLOGY: FRUIT AS MEDICINE
My project explores the potential use of soursop, a common
West Indian fruit, as a natural deworming agent and tests
its effectiveness against a variety of gastrointestinal worms.
Various compounds can be extracted from the dried and
crushed leaves, seeds and bark of the fruit, either through
boiling or the use of organic solvents. Exposure to some
of these compounds can result in paralysis of the worm’s
muscles or the interruption of important biochemical pathways.
Soursop seems to be very effective in killing worms at various
stages in their lifecycle in vitro. However, the challenge that
remains is testing the effectiveness of the fruit in vivo, as
metabolic processes in the body could alter the effects.
There is also an issue of safety—researchers are trying to
establish a correlation between soursop consumption and the
development of a typical parkinsonism (a condition marked by
the same problems associated with Parkinson’s disease).

Laura Udelson ’16 studied street art in Jordan for
her Senior Experience. Among the 10 artists she
interviewed and followed over two visits was Laila
Ajjawi, who is interested in creating social messages
about the empowerment of women. One of Ajjawi's
works, at WOW Baladk Gallery in the Ras Al Ain district
of Amman, Jordan, is shown on the left.
(Photo courtesy of Laura Udelson)
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DANI GLASS ’16, EDUCATION: TEACHING DOWN UNDER

Back in high school, I caught the travel bug after volunteering
with a peace-building organization in the Middle East, which
taught me the importance of connection between people
through language and cultural co-learning. This understanding
instilled a desire to teach and learn abroad: to widen my own
horizons the way I had in the Middle East and, if possible,
influence others in a positive way. That desire led me to
complete my student teaching in New Zealand.
Finding my place in not only a new school but in a completely
different education system has been difficult, but it is a
challenge I embrace wholeheartedly. Here at Westlake Girls
High School in Auckland, I get to expand my own understanding
of schooling and education while also getting to know students
and teachers from a variety of cultures and communities
I would otherwise never have experienced: Maori, Pacific
Island and Polynesian, in addition to the Kiwi culture! I get
to both give and take: I give my knowledge in the classroom
and in conversations about my identity and home, while
simultaneously gaining practical academic experience and
furthering my own cultural understandings through discussions
about cultural, religious, ethnic and national identity.

ABIGAIL HINDSON ’16, ANTHROPOLOGY AND SPANISH:
LANGUAGE TRANSMISSION IN THE AMAZON
From 2011 to 2012, I took a gap year and lived in the Amazon
in Ecuador. One memorable day I drove through the jungle with
an indigenous Kichwa farmer; he told me about how he saw the
Kichwa language disappearing in his community. When the time
came to choose a Senior Experience, I decided to focus mine
on Kichwa language transmission in lowland Ecuador.
I designed a research project and outlined a grant proposal
for an anthropological study I could theoretically conduct
in rural Ecuador to find out if Kichwa is being transmitted
from indigenous parents to their children. If it is not being
transmitted, my study would seek to uncover the factors
keeping parents from transmitting Kichwa. Designing this
proposal has allowed me to understand the politics of
language—that is, how the languages of colonialism have
overwhelmed and devalued indigenous ones—in addition to the
importance of indigenous languages like Kichwa as powerful
identity markers.
LAWRENCE
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SENIOR EXPERIENCE IS SUPPORTED BY:
•G
 eorge ’51 and Marjorie ’44 Chandler Endowment for the
Senior Experience

• Thomas A. Steitz Nobel Fund for Senior Experience
in the Natural Sciences

• Edward Byers Fund for Senior Experience in Art or Art History

• Harold B. and Richard W. Zuehlke Research Fund for
the Physical Sciences

• Julie Esch Hurvis Senior Experience Fund for Studio Art
•B
 arbara Peterson Fund for Senior Experience in the
Social Sciences

► To better prepare for careers in the sciences, Lawrence biology students are expected to explain their Senior Experience
projects so that anyone can easily understand them. Watch their “elevator pitches:” go.lawrence.edu/sr-exp-pitches

Abigail Hindson ’16 with her host family in the village of Chalua Yaku in
Ecuador. (Photo courtesy of Abigail Hindson)

Kyle Stalsberg ’16 (top middle) with a group of local students at the Aceh
Tsunami Museum in Banda Aceh, Indonesia. (Photo courtesy of Kyle Stalsberg)

KYLE STALSBERG ’16, VIOLA PERFORMANCE: REBUILDING
WITH MUSIC

and the colonial histories that shape these institutions, are
fundamental to understanding the varying paths of economic
growth between countries.

My project, “Songs of Survivors: How Music Empowers
Marginalized Communities,” focuses on two problematic
issues within Indonesia. Specifically, I worked in Banda Aceh,
Indonesia, where the community has not only faced severe
trauma from natural disaster, but political discrimination
from the Indonesian government. In 2004, the Indian Ocean
earthquake’s epicenter was closest to Banda Aceh, causing
massive damage. Shortly after, the tsunami struck the city,
causing further damage and more than 150,000 casualties.
The community has since recovered, with great pride. During
my visit, I worked with musicians throughout the community,
discussing their experiences with this disaster. Although the
government assisted in the city’s recovery, the arts continue
to be neglected, despite Indonesia’s deep-rooted connection
with music, art and performance. I returned to Appleton
with a greater appreciation for performance and how we
might develop stronger connections between our art and its
cultural relevance.

PERRIN TOURANGEAU ’16, ECONOMICS: FOREST USAGE
ON HISPANIOLA
My project explores how political and economic institutions
affect natural resource management practices—specifically
how these institutions influence the use of forest stocks
across countries. My research on this topic comes in two
parts: first, I conducted a case study of forest management
practices in Haiti and the Dominican Republic, two countries
that share an island and yet have vastly divergent forest usage
patterns; second, I looked more broadly at the relationship
between institutions and forest use across countries. My
analytical framework is informed by a body of economics
literature positing that political and economic institutions,
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The purpose of my research is not to make judgments about
forest management practices in the countries that I study.
Rather, my goal is to better understand how institutions shape
modern forest management practices.

LAURA UDELSON ’16, ART HISTORY AND STUDIO ART:
JORDANIAN STREETS AS CANVASES
I originally examined street art in Amman, Jordan, for an
independent study project while studying abroad in Jordan in
2014. A Mellon Senior Experience Grant allowed me to return
to Amman to continue my work. I was able to engage with
the artists I was writing about and research contemporary art
practices in a non-Western context. Over the course of the
two visits, I interviewed 10 street artists about their visual
influences and intentions for working in a public space. My
second visit allowed me to witness the growth of the street art
scene and the development of the artists’ individual styles.
Street art in Amman is largely nonpolitical and imaginative,
as opposed to the often confrontational and political art from
other parts of the Middle East that has received attention from
Western media. The artists in my project worked with a variety
of subject matters and had wide-ranging concerns. One artist,
Mike Derderian, often draws an anime-inspired character called
“Ana Cosmonaut.” Another artist, Laila Ajjawi, is interested in
creating social messages about the empowerment of women.
I found that all of the artists I studied asked wall owners for
permission to paint and were interested in creating works that
were respectful to the public at large.

Education major Dani Glass ’16 at the top of Rangitoto Island, a dormant volcano near Auckland, New Zealand. (Photo courtesy of Dani Glass)
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FACULTY PROFILE LIFONGO VETINDE
Associate professor of French
Lifongo Vetinde was born and raised in the Central African
country of Cameroon, so naturally he’s a fan of … country
music?
“I love country music because I find the stories the singers tell
in their lyrics really fascinating,” he says. “I listen mostly to oldtimers, such as Don Williams, Dolly Parton and Hank Williams.”
Vetinde is a scholar of Francophone literature and cinema and
also teaches French language courses. He is the incoming
faculty director of Lawrence’s Francophone Seminar program
in Dakar, Senegal, having also previously served in the role.
Among the courses he’s taught since arriving at Lawrence in
1996: Black Cultural Nationalisms, Francophone Novels and
Screen Adaptations, Immigrant Voices, Contemporary Issues in
the French-speaking World, The Saint-Louisian Novel, Travelers
Tales and Expressions of Ethnicity.
What are you working on?
My current research focuses on the literature of Saint-Louis,
Senegal, a UNESCO World Heritage city. The city’s rich body
of foundational texts in Francophone literature has received
little or no critical attention. I set out to read selected works
by 19th-century European and 20th-century indigenous writers
who have set their works in Saint-Louis and compare European
representations of the city and its inhabitants to that of the
indigenes with an eye to highlighting how they are inflected by
colonial ideology and relations.
What’s your favorite part about teaching at Lawrence?
What I enjoy most are the class sizes, which allow me to
engage with students on a one-on-one basis, and the latitude
of participating in interdisciplinary programs.

that relates to their experience and needs. Knowledge is
acquired both vertically and horizontally as the teacher takes
away the focus from himself or herself as the sole purveyor of
knowledge, allowing students the freedom to explore course
materials in directions that are pertinent to their interests.
Why should students go abroad during their time at Lawrence?
We live in an increasingly globalized world in which interactions
with people from different parts of the world and cultural
backgrounds are ineluctable. For one to interact productively
with others, cultural literacy is crucial. There is no better way
for students to gain such knowledge than by going abroad. As
Saint Augustine once said, “The world is a book and those
who do not travel only read one page.” Going abroad affords
students the opportunity to expand their intellectual and
cultural horizons.
What do you do away from work?
I play and watch football (soccer), listen to music and read.
I also like to dance.
What’s the best book you’ve read lately?
Being Singular Plural by Jean-Luc Nancy, a contemporary French
social philosopher. Nancy’s central argument is that existence
is essentially co-existence. This idea resonates very much with
me because, like Nancy, I believe it is important for people to
focus on the interconnectedness of human existence and view
themselves as part of a whole. There is no question that the
incredible degree of violence around the world today is due to
the crying deficit of a sense of community and belonging.
What’s something most people don’t know about you?
I am a social activist and undertake my activities in ways that
do not draw attention to me.

What does Engaged Learning mean to you?
Engaged Learning is when students are actively involved in
the learning process because they have a stake in the subject
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FACULTY PROFILE
LAVANYA MURALI PROCTOR
Assistant professor of anthropology
When Lavanya Murali Proctor isn’t teaching, researching, trying
to keep up with her two young children or reading sci-fi or
fantasy, you might find her on Twitter.
“I spend way too much time on Twitter,” she admits. “I do a lot
of catching up with the world on Twitter in the wee hours.”
Proctor, who has taught a wide range of courses in the
Department of Anthropology (plus a couple of Freshman Studies
sessions) since joining Lawrence in 2010, will debut two new
classes next year: Economic Anthropology and Methods in
Linguistic Anthropology. She also plans to create a course on
language, gender and sexuality.
What are your current research interests?
I’m working on a project on coming out among LGBTQ+
Americans of South Asian descent. I’m also continuing to
pursue work on English and globalization, which is what I did
my doctoral and postdoctoral research on, and exploring a new
project on conversation analysis using some of those data.
What’s been the highlight of your Lawrence career?
That’s a tough one—it’s generally been a lot of fun. I don’t think
there’s any one moment I’d pick. I like that I can experiment a
lot with teaching—using Twitter, the LU Makerspace, mini field
trips around campus—breaking up the lecture/seminar model,
looking for ways to make classes hands-on when they don’t
necessarily lend themselves to being hands-on. It’s a learning
process, and I like that I have the space to learn and students
who are willing to help me learn.

What’s a project you’re itching to do?
A comparison of conversational turn-taking patterns in
different cultural-linguistic contexts—how it varies depending
on language spoken, language switching, things like that. It’s
fascinating from a cross-cultural communication perspective.
Why should students embrace opportunities abroad?
Anthropology teaches us how exposure to another culture can
broaden our horizons, make us less ethnocentric and open
our minds to new ways of living and being in the world. I don’t
think students necessarily have to go abroad, as not all of
them can, but I think certainly they should avail themselves of
opportunities to explore different cultures and ways of living.
What’s the best book you’ve read lately?
Actually, I’m looking forward to reading a book that I just got
in the mail. It’s by anthropologist Susan Blum, and it’s called
I Love Learning; I Hate School: An Anthropology of College.
It looks at how educational practices can negatively affect
students’ involvement and engagement and explores ways in
which college-level learning can become more fun.
What’s playing on your iPod/Spotify/Pandora?
I’m switching between Mohammed Rafi (a playback singer
in the Hindi film industry from the ’50s and ’60s) and Deep
Purple. At this very moment, it’s Purple’s Burn.
What’s something most people don’t know about you?
I attended a year of law school after high school before
deciding it wasn’t for me. I did enjoy tort law, though.

What do you like best about teaching at Lawrence?
The students. Because classes are small, I have a chance to
get to know them better than I would at a bigger school, which
is great. My classes aren’t particularly formal, and the students
make teaching very enjoyable. And the collegiality. It really is a
great place to work.

26

SPRING 2016

LAWRENCE

27

STUDENT PROFILE
BREANNA WYDRA ’17

STUDENT PROFILE
CLARA IMON PEDTKE ’16

Major: Biochemistry
Minor: Anthropology

Majors: Music education (choral/general) and vocal performance
Minor: Vocal pedagogy

Breanna Wydra’s 2015 Fall Term was a voyage. Literally.

Clara Imon Pedtke grew up playing sports in an athletic family,
but “nothing ever really compared to singing and music.”

The junior from Hayward, Wis., spent her autumn in the SEA
Semester program, a 12-week experience that included six
weeks at sea. After taking coursework at the SEA campus in
Woods Hole, Mass., Wydra flew to Barcelona, Spain, to board
the SSV Corwith Cramer. She and her classmates sailed the
Mediterranean with the Cramer’s crew to Mallorca, through
the Strait of Gibraltar into the Atlantic and eventually to the
Canary Islands.
“While globalization and media can make the world seem
small, nothing will make you feel smaller than sailing in the
middle of the Atlantic Ocean,” she says.
Wydra says she has returned to Appleton “with a deep
appreciation for the opportunities I receive here and the
ways in which I can make the most of my time.”
How did you get into science?
I’d always loved science as a kid. It’s dynamic, investigative,
even creative—but I was also afraid of being bad at it. In high
school I threw myself into what I was comfortable with: English
and social studies. Once I graduated, however, I realized that
being scared of something you want is not a good reason to
avoid it. My time at Lawrence has since been spent conquering
fear while getting to know my two favorite scientific branches:
biology and chemistry.
What makes biochemistry interesting to study?
It is interdisciplinary, integrative and innovative. It’s a great field
for curious people who love to learn about the world around
them and incorporates an understanding of the chemical
principles that are responsible for all biological processes.
What do you like to do outside of school?
School has pretty much become my life, but I do love catching
up on old X-Files episodes, reading anything by the popular
science author Mary Roach, heading back north to camp in the
Apostle Islands region and hanging out with my cats.
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Which professors have made the greatest impact on you?
I could honestly go on and on, but there are two faculty
members who have been particularly influential. The first is
Dave Hall, who has been my research mentor for the last two
years and whose enthusiasm for biochemistry has fueled my
interest in the field. The second is Allison Fleshman, whom
I first encountered as a freshman in general chemistry
and who has become a critical member of my support
system. Her commitment to her students is a perfect
example of how professors at Lawrence truly care
about what they do.

“Singing was the only thing that I really stuck with, and there
is something about music that makes me feel connected
to myself and everyone else in a deep way,” she says. “I
have learned so much through music about myself and how
I fit in the world that I want to give to others with teaching
and performing.”
Imon Pedtke, who performed an hourlong recital of works by
Ravel, Smetana, Brahms, Puccini and Amy Beach in April, will
complete her student teaching in the fall. After that,
she says she’s weighing graduate school for
vocal performance and teaching opportunities.
How did you get started singing?
I joined as many choirs as possible and
started singing in kindergarten.
I started taking private voice lessons
when I was in high school and have
continued ever since.
What has made Lawrence the right
fit for you?
The combination of Lawrence’s
liberal arts school and the
Conservatory has been a
wonderful experience. I have
excellent training in singing
while being in an environment
that encourages each student
to question and challenge
what they are learning. I could
not ask for a better school
to leave as a well-rounded
musician, teacher and person.

You know you’re a Conservatory student when …
… Spring Term of sophomore year is the best term to
ever exist because music theory is over!
What courses have made the greatest impact on you?
A music history course called Opera and Betrayal and
an education class called Ethnicity, Cultural Diversity and
Education. Opera and Betrayal looks at opera and controversial
topics that arise in it such as exoticism, gender roles and
race. We studied controversial operas and how I as a
performer and audience member can help to change opera in
the future. Ethnicity, Cultural Diversity and Education looked at
how race, gender and class affect the education of Americans.
We looked at how to best teach students of diverse
backgrounds and address the stereotypes that many
students, especially students of color, face everyday.
What’s your favorite spot on campus?
The river walk—it is especially beautiful when all
the leaves start to fall.
What’s your guilty-pleasure song?
I love listening to Carly Rae Jepsen’s song
Gimmie Love. It’s an awesome song to dance to!
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INSIDE #LARRYU
Instagram:
@lawrenceuni
“Enlightenment? I think so.
#larryu” - @dan_sandacz

Tweet:
@jackwaspfb
#whyD3 spending time volunteering with
your teammates to help out the local
community!@LUvikings @LUVikingsSAAC

Instagram:
@drumboyeli
Just got home from an unforgettable
trip to #cuba with #lawrenceuniversity
#alumni. (Photo of the tour leaders)
#larryu

#LarryU is your one-stop shop for social media at Lawrence. Visit go.lawrence.edu/LarryU
and include #LarryU on your social media posts to join the conversation!

From 1906 to 1966, Lawrence students organized an annual May Day celebration for the campus and surrounding community. The event traditionally featured a
maypole dance and crowning of the May Queen and her court. By 1948, the celebration also included a performance by the winners of the annual winter folk dance
festival. This image shows the festival winners in 1961 performing a Scottish dance with spectators spread out across Union Hill. Where the dancers stand here is
now home to the Sustainable Lawrence University Gardens. (Photo courtesy of Lawrence University Archives)

HISTORY LESSON
By Erin Dix ’08, university archivist

A LOOK BACK …
150 years ago (1866): At the invitation of the men’s literary
Philalathean Society, Frederick Douglass delivered an address
on The Assassination and Its Lessons on May 3 to a large
audience of Lawrentians and community members in Main Hall.
125 years ago (1891): Male students organized a tennis club
in the spring of 1891. (Women’s tennis was organized one year
later.)
100 years ago (1916): British suffragette Emmeline Pankhurst
delivered an address entitled Why the English Suffragettes
Ceased to be Militant at the Outbreak of the War on May 11 at
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the Congregational Church, under the auspices of the Lawrence
chapter of the National College Equal Suffrage League.

Former President Bill Clinton speaks to a crowd
in the Somerset Room of the Warch Campus
Center on April 1 (four days ahead of Wisconsin's
presidential primary) to campaign on behalf of his
wife. Clinton is the first former president to visit
Lawrence. (Photo by Liz Boutelle)

75 years ago (1941): The fraternity quadrangle was formally
dedicated March 22, with President Thomas Barrows, George
Banta Jr. and former President Henry Wriston delivering
remarks.
50 years ago (1966): What came to be known as the annual
Great Midwest Trivia Contest was first broadcast on WLFM,
beginning at 10 p.m. on April 29 and lasting for 29 hours.
25 years ago (1991): A rainstorm forced Celebrate! organizers
to move the stage for the annual spring music festival from the
bottom of Union Hill to the quad.
10 years ago (2006): Celebrated British author Salman
Rushdie delivered a Convocation address on April 20.

LAWRENCE
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STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS HELP
FEED FOX CITIES
Lawrence students are helping provide
healthy meals and education for
Appleton-area families in need.
Food for Fox, the brainchild of Shang
Li ’16, Rachel Gregory ’17 and
Malcolm Lunn-Craft ’17 and a
product of Lawrence’s Innovation and
Entrepreneurship Program, and the
Lawrence Food Recovery Network have
teamed up to reduce food waste and
help clients of two local nonprofits:
Harbor House Domestic Abuse Shelter
and the Fox Cities Boys and Girls Club.
Various student groups of volunteers—
athletes, fraternity and sorority
members, residents of theme houses
and passionate individuals—help collect
unused food from Andrew Commons
three weeks a month for twice-a-week
deliveries of between 50 and 100
pounds to Harbor House. Collections
during the last week of a month are
earmarked for a meal for children and
their families at the Fox Cities Boys and
Girls Club.
Beyond simple nutrition, Food for Fox’s
goal is to support education through
these donated meals.
“Food is a very powerful thing,” says
Li, who helped establish a campus
chapter of the Food Recovery Network
in 2014. “We want to partner
with local organizations to provide
educational sessions for the children
and their families on the importance
of establishing healthy eating habits,
especially at a young age.”
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Viking Voices

“
“

Old-fashioned American politics
was full of those kinds of vile
comments. We’ve kind of lost that
over the last 70 years, and I think
it’s just coming back.”
—Arnold Shober, associate professor of
government, to the Associated Press on the
discussion over the size of candidates’ hands
during a Republican presidential debate

For seismologists, the Tohoku
earthquake was a humbling
reminder that our geophysical
records offer only a peephole view
of Earth’s behavior over time, and
that our most advanced models
for geological phenomena are
cartoonish oversimplifications
of nature. A hundred years of
cutting-edge seismology can
be undermined in a hundred
seconds.”
—Marcia Bjørnerud, Walter Schober Professor of
Environmental Studies and professor of geology,
writing in The New Yorker on the fifth anniversary
of the 2011 earthquake in Japan

“
“
“

I think to really be successful in
the academy you need to have
passion and understanding for
the core values, and those are
about the centrality of education
and scholarship, a belief in shared
governance and a commitment to
a sense of community.”
—Lawrence President Mark Burstein,
to Inside Higher Ed

“Kennedy is the first politician to
combine politics, entertainment and
celebrity.”
—Jerald Podair, Robert S. French Professor of
American Studies and professor of history,
to the Fort Worth Star-Telegram ahead of the
premiere of JFK, the opera

We should be proud of all our
young filmmakers in the Midwest."
—Catherine Tatge ’72, award-winning filmmaker
and Lawrence artist-in-residence, to WFRV-TV in
Green Bay ahead of the first Associated Colleges
of the Midwest Film Conference and Festival,
hosted by Lawrence in April

LAWRENCE
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FOUR FACULTY MEMBERS EARN TENURE

PEREGRINE’S GRAVESITE DISCOVERY DRAWS RECOGNITION

Lawrence’s Board of Trustees has granted tenure to four promising faculty members
(pictured clockwise from top left):
•S
 ara Ceballos (Conservatory of Music), a musicologist whose scholarship focuses on
17th- and 18th-century keyboard music
•S
 onja Downing (Conservatory of Music), whose research interests include traditional
Balinese music, traditional music pedagogy and the intersection of gender and
performance
• J udith Humphries (Department of Biology), who studies invertebrate immunology, with
a special interest in the immune system of snails
•S
 tephen Sieck (Conservatory of Music), who directs Lawrence’s Viking Chorale and
co-directs the Concert Choir and Cantala women’s choir
Each was promoted to the rank of associate professor.

“

to pursue my passion: I have started

a service club and designed my own
classes related to understanding
poverty. Lawrence is constantly

changing the way I think,
transforming me as a person.

Marcia Bjørnerud, the Walter Schober
Professor of Environmental Studies
and professor of geology, is the first
Lawrence faculty member to be named
a fellow of the Wisconsin Academy of
Sciences, Arts & Letters.

Professor of Anthropology Peter
Peregrine dug into the history of a
mysterious Appleton-area cemetery—
without actually digging into the ground.
With the help of Lawrence students and
a magnetometer that allowed him to
conduct archeological work below the
ground without doing any excavation,
Peregrine mapped the Outagamie
County Asylum Cemetery in Grand Chute. The Lawrence team
identified the final resting place for 133 people buried in
unmarked graves who died at the Outagamie County Asylum
for the Chronic Insane and whose bodies went unclaimed.
Peregrine’s work earned him the Outagamie County Historical
Society’s 2016 Lillian F. Mackesy Historian of the Year Award.

Lawrence allows me the opportunity

GEOLOGIST BJØRNERUD NAMED WASAL FELLOW

“Professor Peregrine is receiving the Historian of the Year
Award specifically for his work with the Outagamie County
Asylum Cemetery and public presentation of that work,” says
Matt Carpenter, executive director of the History Museum
at the Castle in Appleton. “More broadly, though, the award
acknowledges Peter’s commitment to a community-wide
conversation about our past and the importance of heritage
preservation and public history based on solid methodologies.”
A formal rededication of the cemetery, which included the unveiling
of a granite memorial stone with the name of each person interred,
was held last September. It’s the second straight year a Lawrence
faculty member has received the award: Music librarian Antoinette
Powell was the 2015 recipient.

The founding director of Lawrence’s
program in environmental studies,
Bjørnerud studies the physics of
earthquakes and mountain-building. She has conducted
research in high arctic Norway (Svalbard) and Canada
(Ellesmere Island) as well as mainland Norway, Scotland,
New Zealand and the Lake Superior region.
She is the author of the 2005 book Reading the Rocks:
The Autobiography of the Earth and is a regular contributing
writer to The New Yorker’s science and technology blog. In
2012, Bjørnerud was lead author on a pro bono report for
the Great Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife Commission on
the geology of the Gogebic Range. The report was designed
to serve as a free public document to provide baseline
information about the potential effects of an open pit mine
on the waters of the Bad River and the wild rice stands in
the Kakagon Sloughs.
The fellows program, established in 1981, represents
the highest level of recognition conferred by the
Wisconsin Academy of Sciences, Arts & Letters.

Thank you for your support—without
it, I would not have been able to
attend such a beautiful institution.”
—Bimalsen Rajbhandari ’17,
economics and mathematics major

Your gift allows students like Bimalsen
to pursue their passions.
34 920-832-6548
SPRING 2016• go.lawrence.edu/giving

BURROWS TO STEP DOWN AS PROVOST, DEAN OF FACULTY
David Burrows, who has served as
Lawrence’s provost and dean of the
faculty since July 2005, has announced
plans to retire from the position and
return to teaching.
Burrows will leave his job as the college’s chief academic
officer June 30, 2017 to become a full-time member of the
Lawrence faculty as a psychology professor. As part of his new
post, he will lead an effort that will foster collaboration with
faculty to develop ideas and programs for learning pedagogy.
Significant advances have been achieved in understanding how
individuals learn, and Burrows wants to help Lawrence take
advantage of these developments. The new effort will allow

Lawrence faculty to better understand advances in the science
of learning and incorporate new concepts into the classroom,
laboratory and studio.
“It has been a privilege and pleasure to work closely with
Dave for the past three years,” Lawrence President Mark
Burstein says. “I am thankful his leadership and talents
will continue to be felt on campus as a faculty member and
leader of our new effort to renew pedagogy.”
A national search for a new dean and provost is underway.
Timothy Spurgin, the Bonnie Glidden Buchanan Professor
of English Literature, will chair the search committee.
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INSIDE LAWRENCE

INSIDE LAWRENCE
LEFT: Lawrence students (from left to right) Gabi Makuc, Christian Vallery,
Nicholas Suminski, Kir-Sey Fam and Ming Hu speak about their performances
at Oshkosh Correctional Institution as Professor Catherine Kautsky looks on.
(Photo courtesy of Oshkosh Correctional Institution)
BELOW: Slipstream performs at a February Convocation in Memorial Chapel.
(Photo by Liz Boutelle)

Ask a Professor:
Should we get rid of Daylight Saving Time?
That’s an interesting question, and not
one that I take lightly.
I get asked about this because I worked
with some colleagues at Carnegie
Mellon measuring traffic fatality
risks, and we identified some pretty
dramatic effects of the time changes
on pedestrian fatalities. Travel is safer
during daylight hours, so shifting an
hour of sunlight from the morning to the evening in the spring
makes it safer for pedestrians, runners and cyclists out later in
the day. While this shift makes travel more dangerous for the
morning crowd, extending the spring time change—in terms of
the daylight effects—reduces overall injuries and fatalities.
Unfortunately, there is a body of research that suggests the
deleterious effects from lost sleep and other disruptions from
moving the clocks back and forth are even more pronounced
than the changes in ambient light. These disruptions not only
increase traffic fatalities—possibly even overwhelming the
number of people saved by extending summer daylight hours—
but also increase workplace injuries, elevate heart attack risks
and even lead to lower SAT scores. If that wasn’t bad enough,
DST doesn’t seem to save any energy, either, as any reductions
in lighting are more than offset by the far more energy-intensive
task of running air conditioning into the evening.
We could get rid of these adjustment costs and save some
energy if we just quit pushing the clocks forward in the

LAWRENCE BRINGS PIANO MUSIC TO OSHKOSH PRISON
As piano student Jessica Castleberry ’17 prepared for a March
performance of Claude Debussy’s Reflets dans l’eau, she had
difficulty picturing her audience. She had never played at a prison.

spring. Of course, then we would also be getting rid of that
extra spring, summer and fall evening hour of recreation for
barbecues, youth sports, softball games, bocce on the lawn
and whatever else people do before it gets dark. The extra
hour of sunshine after the normal workday has social benefits
that could well swamp the various costs of switching back
and forth.

Castleberry was one of 13 current students who, along with two
recent alumni, shared their gifts on the piano with audiences
at Oshkosh Correctional Institution, a medium-security prison
about a half-hour drive from the Lawrence campus.

Another possibility is to permanently move the clocks forward
an hour. But this, too, comes with a cost, as early birds will be
doing their business in the dark for a good chunk of the year.
Here in Appleton, permanent DST would mean the sun would
not rise until after 7 a.m. for four months of the year, and it
wouldn’t rise until after 8 a.m. during late December and early
January. Such a change would not only be annoying for people
out exercising or for kids headed to the bus stop in the pitch
dark, it would also permanently shift the risks associated with
limited ambient light to early-morning pedestrians.

Catherine Kautsky, professor of music and chair of keyboard,
had been trying for years to set up a prison concert. She had
previously brought students to a facility in Oregon, Wis., while
teaching at the University of Wisconsin–Madison.

So, the current policy of switching back and forth is a
situation that does not offer what economists call Pareto
improvements—that is, a change that makes someone better
off and no one worse off. It’s easy to change policy when
everyone is a winner. Here, I think sticking with the current
“time share” system sort of spreads the joy and the pain more
equitably than picking a permanent standard and sticking to it.
David Gerard is an associate professor of economics who
studies new institutional economics, environmental and resource
economics and regulation and public policy.

“I didn’t know what to expect,” says Castleberry, a piano
performance and English major. “I had no idea.”

“It’s really good for students to get a sense of what’s out there
in the community and of people’s lives that are different and
infinitely harder than their own,” she says. “They then find that
they can actually relate to those people, too.”
Appleton’s Heid Music donated a grand piano and the Pieper
Family Foundation Servant Leadership endowment at Lawrence
covered the moving cost for the concerts, which featured three
sets of Lawrence pianists performing for groups of about 100.
After each performance, the pianists fielded questions—and
there were too many to answer in the allotted time.
“They asked really deep questions and they were interested
and were all listening,” says Craig Jordan ’19, who played
Petrarch Sonnet 104 by 19th-century Hungarian composer
Franz Liszt.
Jordan calls the experience “eye-opening.”
“They were all just normal people,” he says. “For a while it
didn’t even seem like we were in a prison.”
“It makes you realize that people are so much more
complicated than you’d ever guess,” adds Kautsky, who
has subsequently received several thank-you notes from
audience members. “Somebody can do something dreadful
and still have wonderful parts of them that you can access
in a different situation.”
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STUDENT BAND HITS THE ROAD
Lawrence students Matt Blair ’17, Ilan Blanck ’17 and Joe
Connor ’16 and alumnus Dan Reifsteck ’15 spent their spring
break on tour. The foursome, who formed the band Slipstream in
January 2015, played shows in Oshkosh, Wis.; Milwaukee; Des
Moines, Iowa; Lincoln, Neb.; and St. Paul, Minn., in late March.
“It’s nice to play anywhere at Lawrence and share our music with
all of our friends and professors,” says Reifsteck, “but it’s a whole
other thing to take it outside of the school and try to share it with
a whole new audience that we haven’t even met before.”
Slipstream, which operates in a space somewhere near the
convergence of contemporary classical, modern jazz and modern
rock, also released its first EP, Northland, in March. It features
pieces written for the group by alumni JP Merz ’14, Patrick
Marschke ’13 and Chris Misch-Bloxdorf ’13. The quartet—with
Blair on piano, Blanck on electric guitar, Connor on saxophone and
Reifsteck on percussion—honed those tracks during a two-day open
rehearsal stint with Grammy-winning ensemble Eighth Blackbird in
February at the Chicago Museum for Contemporary Art.
“They really pushed us in a lot of interesting ways, pushed us to
kind of go for extremes in the music and encouraged us to push
each other,” Blanck says.
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Shooting Star
JAMIE NIKITAS PUT TOGETHER A SENIOR SEASON FOR THE RECORD BOOKS

J

By Joe Vanden Acker, director of athletic media relations

amie Nikitas ’16 is finally a believer. Lawrence
men’s basketball coach Joel DePagter ’98 was
one all along.
Nikitas put together the greatest scoring season
in school history over the winter, collecting
accolades and breaking records along the way.
“If you would have told me when I got here that
something like this was possible, I would have
said you were out of your mind,” says the lefthanded guard.

DePagter and his wife, Alicia, saw Nikitas
play at a summer tournament when he
was a standout at Glenbrook South High
School in the Chicago suburbs.
“I said, ‘That may be the best player we
see all summer,’” DePagter recalls. “What
he did wasn’t some big surprise. When
I saw him play, that’s what I thought he
could do.”

“

It’s easy to compare Nikitas with DePagter, the 1998 Midwest
Conference Player of the Year. They were both slashers,
superlative defenders and team leaders. They also could be
categorized as risk/reward players.

If you would have told
me when I got here that
something like this was
possible, I would have
said you were out of your
mind."

Nikitas finished fourth on Lawrence’s career scoring list
with 1,406 points, trailing only three-time All-American
Chris Braier ’06, Lawrence Hall of Famer Joel Dillingham ’93
and All-American Ryan Kroeger ’09.
“It’s pretty humbling,” Nikitas says. “It’s pretty cool to put
myself in the same category as them and to leave my stamp
on Lawrence.”
Nikitas played in every game in his four years and earned
All–Midwest Conference honors each of the past two seasons.
After playing with 1,000-point scorers Chris Siebert ’14 and
Ryan DePouw ’15 for three seasons, Nikitas knew the burden
of Lawrence’s offense would fall to him in his senior year.

SPRING 2016

(Photo by Paul Wilke)

“I think it helped my game to be playing for
a coach who played that way,” Nikitas says.
“There were going to be times when I was
going to make a mistake, and he was going to
yell at me. But I could stay in the game and
then make some plays. That freedom really
helped with confidence. I think we ended up
having a great relationship.”

—Jamie
Nikitas ’16
		

Four years later, Nikitas is regarded as
one of the top players in Lawrence history.
He capped his career by scoring a school-record 577 points
in 2015–16, smashing the season mark of 494 set by
John Dekker ’10 in 2009–10.
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He was more than up to the challenge. His 25.1 points per
game average shattered Dekker’s season record of 21.5 and
ranked ninth in NCAA Division III. Nikitas, who set a career
high with 40 points at Carroll University on Jan. 12, posted
six 30-plus point games during the season for the Vikings
(10-13). But he wasn’t just a scorer—Nikitas led the Midwest
Conference in steals (2.6 per game) and was sixth in
rebounding (6.7 per game) and seventh in assists (3.4).

Nikitas’ last honor this season put him in
		
elite company: He was chosen as a finalist
for the Jostens Trophy, which goes to an NCAA Division III player
based on playing ability, academic excellence and community
service. An economics major, Nikitas is the second Lawrence
player to be named a finalist since the award began in 1998.
Braier won the trophy in 2006.
“I think back about it, it was just a lot of fun,” Nikitas says of
his Lawrence career. “We had a really great group of guys and
coaches and parents, too. It was a really fun group to be a part
of. To do the things I was able to do on the floor, that would not
have happened without that group of guys and coaches trusting
me to do it.”
Basketball may not be over for Nikitas. He is considering
playing overseas after graduation and believes coaching may
be in his future.
“Coaching is what I would like to do eventually,” he says. “I
think it’s something I would really enjoy and something I would
excel at. And it would be a way to keep basketball in my life.” ■
LAWRENCE
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Hayley Cardinal ’16 powers to a victory in the 100-yard breaststroke in a dual meet with UW–Oshkosh in December.

Goaltender Mattias Soderqvist ’17 is flanked by teammate Steve Hughes (4) ’16 as he makes a save against MSOE on Feb. 6.

SWIMMING

HOCKEY

FENCING

Hayley Cardinal ’16 capped a stellar career by winning a pair
of league titles and leading the Vikings to a third-place finish
at the Midwest Conference Championships. The senior from
Lombard, Ill., won the 200-yard breaststroke in 2 minutes,
24.13 seconds, edging Grinnell College’s Maddy Pesch by
just .06 seconds. Cardinal, who won four Midwest Conference
Swimmer of the Week awards during the season, also took the
gold in the 100 breaststroke in 1:04.96.

A late-season surge, led by goaltender Mattias Soderqvist ’17,
sparked Lawrence (9-14-3) to a playoff berth in the tough
Northern Collegiate Hockey Association. The Vikings have
qualified for the playoffs in each of Mike Szkodzinski’s 10
seasons as head coach.

Nathan Schlesinger ’19 became the first Lawrence fencer in
15 years to earn a berth in the NCAA Championships. The
freshman from Austin, Texas, placed seventh in foil at the NCAA
Midwest Regional to advance to the national meet.

Paige Witter ’17 posted several strong finishes, both
individually and on relays, and turned in a record-setting
swim in the 100 butterfly. Witter finished third at the league
championships in the 100 fly in 59.31 seconds to break the
school record of 59.47 seconds set by All-American Becky
Wagenaar ’96 in 1994.
The Vikings’ 200 and 400 medley relay teams of Cardinal,
Witter, Emily Flack ’16 and Danielle Millin ’17 also broke
school records at the MWC meet.
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The Vikings raised $2,345 for the American Cancer Society
with their Body Check Cancer Game on Jan. 15. Lawrence
wore orange jerseys to promote kidney cancer awareness
(Szkodzinski had a death in the family from kidney cancer in
December) and held a silent auction. Honorary captain and
cancer survivor Kathy Privatt, the James G. and Ethel M. Barber
Professor of Theatre and Drama and associate professor of
theatre arts, dropped a ceremonial puck before the game.
After the season, forward Renato Engler ’16 became the 10th
Lawrence player in the last eight years to sign a pro contract by
inking a deal with HC Thurgau of the Swiss National League B.
Engler was one of five Vikings to make the NCHA All-Academic
team, along with Soderqvist, forwards Ryan Eardley ’17 and
Jake Roeper ’18 and defenseman Felix Henriksson ’17.

Schlesinger became the first Lawrence fencer to qualify for the
NCAA Championships since Jeff Peyton ’01 completed a fouryear run of going to the national meet in 2001.

INDOOR TRACK AND FIELD
Josh Janusiak ’19 continued his strong freshman season by
leading the Vikings at the Midwest Conference Championships.
The South Milwaukee native took second in the 5,000 meters
in 15:36.92 to lead three Lawrence runners in the top six
(Max Edwards ’17 was fourth; Ben Schaefer ’19 placed sixth).
The Vikings’ distance medley relay team of Cam Davies ’16,
Tyler Herman ’16, Mayan Essak ’19 and Ethan Gniot ’18 also
finished second in 10:36.30.

Liz Arco ’18 goes to the basket Jan. 20 against Ripon College. (Photos by Paul Wilke)

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
Patsy Kealey ’16 and Andrea Wilkinson ’16 both finished
their careers with more than 500 points and in the top 20 on
Lawrence’s career rebounding list.
The Vikings (0-23) helped raise $1,000 for 21-year-old Patrick
Fridland, a De Pere, Wis., native and friend of Aubrey Scott ’17,
during their “Play for Patrick” game against Beloit College
on Feb. 9. Fridland was diagnosed in September 2015 with
osteosarcoma, a form of bone cancer, and lost his leg in
January. The money raised for Fridland will help him purchase a
prosthetic leg.
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Interdisciplinary
learning:

Lawrence Cuba trip provides immersion course
in political science, Afro-Latin musicology and
the art of the mojito
By Rick Moser ’83

I

really never thought I’d go on a group tour. Emphatically.
But the alma mater offered something that was too good
to pass up: a trip to Cuba, at an extraordinary historical
moment, curated by and with insights from Lawrence
Professor of Spanish Gustavo Fares.

Lawrence had already chosen this excursion with particular
deftness. The historic context was rich and intriguing enough
when the opportunity was announced last September. That
President Obama later chose the same week to visit Cuba
heightened the excitement on the island and the air of
anticipation around the quickening evolution of relations
between Cuba and the U.S. and its implications for the island.

Of course, it also meant that we were bumped not just from
our hotel but all the way out of Havana, as all rooms went to
the presidential retinue. We accepted this sacrifice as our
contribution to international amity and recovered from missing
Hemingway’s home at Finca Vigia by returning later for daiquiris
at his old hangout, the Floridita.
In between was a movable feast of education and enjoyment
for a group of 34, including alumni from the ’50s through ’80s,
experiencing an extraordinary place at an extraordinary time.
So, once again, Lawrence teaches me something new, and
something new about myself: It turns out I like group tours …
at least when they’re as thought-provoking, memorable and
enjoyable as this Lawrence/Björklunden seminar trip. Next up:
Spain in ’17.

STANDING (LEFT TO RIGHT)
Marian Bliss, Erlan Bliss ’63, Mark Breseman ’78, Mary Ann Martin, Prilla Beadell ’66, Lou Martin, Luvie Myers, David Calle, Mark Burstein, Scott Myers ’79,
Bill Baird ’69, Nancy Baird ’69, Tony Beadell ’66, James Hardy, Diane Dei Rossi, Richard Zimman ’73, Valerie Cox, Kim Jordan ’58, Jeff Riester ’70, Judie Smith,
Mary Jane O’Meara, Greg O’Meara ’72, David Blowers ’82, Gustavo Fares
KNEELING/SITTING (LEFT TO RIGHT)
Onay (bus driver), Eli Edelman ’14, Lisa Moser ’84, Rick Moser ’83, Ron Shiffler, Angela Calle, Gretel Diaz (tour guide), Jim Dickson, Nancy Dickson,
Luann Blowers ’82, Cheryl Kopecky ’72, Rob Kopecky

(Photos by Rob Kopecky)
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ALUMNI AND FACULTY AUTHORS
ALUMNI
Long Past Slavery: Representing Race
in the Federal Writers’ Project
Catherine A. Stewart ’89
From 1936 to 1939, the New Deal’s
Federal Writers’ Project collected
life stories from more than 2,300
African American former slaves.
Stewart, professor of history at Cornell
College, shows the project was the
product of competing visions of the
past, as ex-slaves’ memories of
bondage, emancipation and life as freedpeople were used
to craft arguments for and against full inclusion of African
Americans in society.
Packing for India
David Mulford ’59
Mulford, the former U.S. ambassador to India, explores
the underpinnings, vulnerabilities and great promise of a
global economy that through the spread of capital, products,
people and technology has transformed economic realities
and aspirations around the world.

Toward a Framework of Resources for Learning to Teach:
Rethinking U.S. Teacher Preparation
Lauren Gatti ’94

Experiential Education in the College Context:
What it is, How it Works, and Why it Matters
Jay Roberts ’92

Gatti, assistant professor in teaching, learning and teacher
education at the University of Nebraska–Lincoln, advances
a new framework for learning to teach, using in-depth case
studies to show how it can best be understood as a recursive
and dynamic process.

This resource offers examples from across disciplines to
illustrate principles and best practices for designing and
implementing experiential curriculum in the college and
university setting. Roberts is associate vice president for
academic affairs at Earlham College.

MIZRAHI RELEASES
SECOND ALBUM
Currents, by Associate
Professor of Piano Michael
Mizrahi, features six new
American piano works,
almost all of which were
commissioned by Mizrahi
and written specifically with
his singular sound and
approach in mind.

Legal Codes and Talking Trees
Katrina Jagodinsky ’01

Crazy Woman
Lee Atterbury ’70

Through the experiences of six indigenous
women who fought for personal autonomy
and the rights of their tribes, Jagodinsky
explores a long yet generally unacknowledged
tradition of active critique of the U.S.
legal system by female Native Americans.
Jagodinsky is the Harold & Esther
Edgerton Assistant Professor of History
at the University of Nebraska–Lincoln.

A stakeout in a drug operation becomes a wild hunt that leads
Jim Taylor to one surprising find. Atterbury is a lawyer, writer
and horse lover.
Religious Responses to Violence: Human Rights in
Latin America Past and Present
Edited by Alexander Wilde ‘62

As the title suggests, the album embodies forward
movement, building on great piano works of the past while
propelling the solo piano repertoire ahead in a new and
energized direction. In a review of the album, National
Public Radio called Mizahi “a gifted pianist” who “plays
with both tenderness and fierce beauty.”

While Latin American societies and economics have undergone
sweeping changes, high levels of violence have remained
a persistent problem. Wilde is a research scholar in residence
at the Center for Latin American and Latino Studies at
American University.

FACULTY
In Common No More: The Politics of the
Common Core State Standards
Arnold Shober, associate professor
of government
Parents, teachers and political groups have
waged debates over the Common Core since
the standards’ adoption in 2010. Shober
explores the shifting political alliances related
to the Common Core State Standards Initiative,
explains why initial national support has faded
and considers the major debates running through the Common Core
controversy.
Alice Parker’s Hand Me Down Ballads
Edited by James R. Heiks, lecturer of music
These folksongs, handpicked by renowned conductor and composer
Alice Parker, create a solid foundation for future music learning.

Enamored Dust and Steeling Chicago
Hugo Martinez-Serros, professor emeritus of Spanish
Enamored Dust is a tale of loves in Los Tecolotes, a fictitious village in
central Mexico, while Steeling Chicago recreates the ethnic blue-collar
world of South Chicago.
There’s a Place: A Three Decade
Survey of Photographs
John Shimon, associate professor
of art, and Julie Lindemann
(1957–2015), associate professor
of art
Shimon and Lindemann have
made photographs that respond
to Wisconsin as both a place and
a state of mind. Blending historic and contemporary photographic
techniques, the artists have created a compelling, at times
melancholy, body of work that stands as a record of their time. ■

Remember when …

“

… we tried to fit our entire class into a phone booth?

Lawrence gave me the legacy of learning to think
critically and the opportunity to develop and savor great
friendships. Best of all, I met my husband, Carey ’63,
at Lawrence. Many years ago, Carey and I joined the
Legacy Circle. We made provisions in our wills and gifted
an insurance policy to help ensure the grand vision of
Lawrence continues to enrich students with the best
educational experience possible.”

—Sally Rosebush Wickland ’62
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Include Lawrence in your estate plan to join the record number of members of the Lawrence45
LAWRENCE
Downer Legacy Circle. For more information, call 920-832-6557 or visit legacygiving.lawrence.edu.

Class Notes
CLASS NEWS IN
LAWRENCE MAGAZINE!
Looking for your class? Lawrence magazine
features individual classes once each year
throughout its three issues to allow adequate
space for the rich details of your captivating lives.
Submit your Class Note in Voyager at
go.lawrence.edu/voyager, and go online—
where there is no word count!—to read more
about your fellow alumni.

Milwaukee-Downer
Compiled and submitted by Betty Barrett M-D’55
and Kathryn Heidenfelder M-D’60
Audrey Gilg M-D’50 loved any musical activity at
Downer. When she returned to the U.S. in 2011
after 49 years in Japan, she moved into a retirement
home in Wauwatosa, Wis. She organized a residents’
chorus, which has presented informal programs
two or three times a year. She also plays the piano
for monthly hymn sings. Hope Freeman Johnson
M-D’50 says it is quite a stretch to think back to
her first weekend at Downer, a Reunion Weekend
where she met some of the women who had been
the first to attend Downer starting in 1895. She is
thankful to Downer for giving her the education and
the confidence to make the most of her life. She
and her husband, Hobart, grew up and married in
Wisconsin, then spent nine years in England. They
moved to California so Hobart could get his master’s
in business at Stanford, then simply stayed on.
They were married almost 60 years before Hobart
died in 2013. They have 14 grandchildren and two
great-grandchildren. After living in a senior facility for
the last six years, Colleen Schmechel Chambers
M-D’51 is now in a one-bedroom apartment in
Houston. She still does quilting but on a smaller
scale. Reading, a few exercises and the computer
keep her busy. Once a week she has the pleasure of
seeing two of her six great-grandchildren. Due to the
progression of her arthritis, standing and walking are
limited and travel is difficult, thus no more Reunions.
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Her four years at Downer were a great part of her life,
which is why she contributes to the Lawrence Fund so
young people will have the opportunity to acquire an
education. Mary E. Van Gorden M-D’51 graduated
from Downer and was one of the occupational
therapy students who then served in the U.S. Army
for two years during the Korean War. For many years
she was executive director of the Polinsky Medical
Rehabilitation Center in Duluth, Minn. She is now
retired and lives in her hometown, Black River Falls,
Wis., where she continues to be actively involved in
volunteer work and traveling. She says there is no
period in her life that is more precious than the years
she spent at Downer, where she lived in Holton Hall
and proudly wore a green blazer.

at Kaiser Hospice Program, and she continues to
be involved in a variety of other activities. She has
16 grandchildren, two new granddaughters-in-law
and five great-grandchildren, with another due next
month. Her three oldest grandsons are officers in the
military, and their youngest brother is in the Air Force
ROTC and will be commissioned next year. Janet
Neese M-D’55 of Sun City West, Ariz., has only been
to one reunion at Lawrence, in 2005. She says it
was very enjoyable and nice to see classmates after
50 years. She has four cats (all senior citizens) and
a dog. Patricia Leszkiewicz Brinkman M-D’56 is
still alive, working and involved in Madison, Wis., and
traveling the world. A trip in November took her to
Slovenia, Croatia and Bosnia.

Nancy Perkins Hanley M-D’54 says she hasn’t
heard from many of the red Class of 1954, so she
didn’t send a newsletter last year. Contact her via
email/snail mail and she’ll be sure to get a letter out.
She has finally adjusted to living in a senior living
center in Morgan Hill, Calif. Betty Heistad Barrett
M-D’55 lives in Naples, Fla., January through April
and in Huntington, W.Va., the other eight months.
Four grandchildren visiting during their various
spring breaks are a highlight, along with trips to visit
family. She still works with homeless programs and
volunteers in both homes with children and church.
Betty is honored to be the 2016 recipient of the
Gertrude Breithaupt Jupp M-D’18 Outstanding Service
Award at Reunion in June. Mrs. Jupp was a role model
to Downer women in 1951–55, and even now. Joanne
Bondi Kedzie M-D’55 has lived in Anaheim, Calif.,
for 37 years and is in her 22nd year of volunteering

Barbara Lieberum Westhofen M-D’57 of Appleton,
Wis., says one of her most memorable moments at
Downer was being part of the freshman crew that
won regatta in May 1954. They were fast but so
inexperienced that they didn’t know that, as winners,
they were supposed to throw their cox into the river!
Her current favorite weekly activity is playing the gong
in the community Gamelan ensemble sponsored
by the Lawrence Academy of Music. She keeps in
touch with Dorie Distell Brennan M-D’57, who
reports that her eight children have produced 13
grandchildren ranging from 2 to 27 years old! Gail
Page Cordry M-D’58 of Inman, S.C., is a traveling
class agent and has been in touch with many of her
classmates, many that she hasn’t seen in 60-some
years. She is extremely proud of her granddaughter
Dana, who’s a freshman at Lawrence in the green
class of 2019. She spent Christmas and New Year’s

Visit go.lawrence.edu/voyager to read Class Notes in their entirety
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in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, which was not on her
bucket list, but it was better than being alone. Nancy
Johnson Schildgen M-D’58 of Clinton Township,
Mich., has been getting a lot of quilting done, which
is her favorite activity these days. Her 10 grandsons
are busy—all but two have finished high school and
three are in college. Good thing grandmothers don’t
age as these grandkids do! She loves keeping up
with classmates as the occasion warrants and has
heard from Nan Haring M-D’58, Shirley Zurchauer
M-D’58 and Gail Cordry M-D’58 lately. She misses
being able to get to Reunions but that isn’t physically
possible anymore. While Bernice Nickolaisen
Kwan M-D’59 is shocked to be inching toward her
80th birthday, she has treasured past trips to Alum
Day tours and receptions and strongly encourages
Downer classmates to take a trek to Appleton! She
is doing well and still returns to Wisconsin several
times a year from Loveland, Colo. She asks those
who don’t email to call her at 970-593-9995 to talk
travel dates.
Nona Roesler Kyle M-D’59 is retired in Menasha,
Wis. She doesn’t have time for hobbies but has
a dog. She stays busy with nieces, nephews and
her husband’s offspring. Her memorable Downer
moments: Sneaking into Hawthorne Den to see
Sputnik. Missing a beer party and subsequent house
boards having gone home for the weekend. Running
into Ms. Thomas at the Tuxedo when she skipped
class. She was teaching it but skipped too because
she said she felt like St. Francis of Assisi feeding the
birds. Since retiring from her 22-year position with
Northwestern University as a graduate coordinator
for the Department of Electrical Engineering and
Computer Science, Kathryn M. Heidenfelder
M-D’60 has built a private piano teaching business
in Northbrook, Ill. She has two sons: one is a high
school biology teacher in Seattle (with a daughter
who is a freshman at Colorado State) and her eldest
lives with her in Illinois and works at a senior citizen
apartment facility. She is maintaining her health
but had a small stoke last year. She continues to
volunteer with the Boy Scouts of America (now has
a tenure of 44 years with them) and received one of
their top volunteer awards last year.
Darleen Dick Young M-D’60 of Mason, Ohio, has
been keeping busy with art lessons in oil painting
for the past two years with a wonderful teacher and
group of women. She also plays a lot of duplicate
bridge. After 25 years of volunteering at hospitals,
she decided a change was due so her new project
is working with adult readers throughout Warren
County. She has a student at fourth-grade level who
is very eager to read, write and speak English, so
they have a goal to achieve. Professor Marcia Duin

Mentkowski M-D’61 is retiring, finally, at age 76
from Alverno College in Milwaukee this summer. As a
Downer city student, Anita Beltran Moore M-D’63
of San Antonio enjoyed being a “last hunter.” She still
has her ’63 green blazer and tam and wears her gold
Downer ring every day. Her nutrition and dietetics
major led to a U.S. Army dietetic internship at Brooke
General Hospital at Fort Sam Houston. She met
William E. Moore and married in spring 1966. Bill is
a retired MSC, LTC with 25 years, including Vietnam.
This year they both celebrated 75th birthdays.
Anita retired from the VA in 1999 and retains
her credentials as a 50-plus-year member of the
Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics. Judith McGlynn
Douglas M-D’64 of Boonton, N.J., is standing tall
and straight after three spine surgeries to correct a
botched surgery from 2011. Who says a 73-year-old
gal can’t get taller? She is still playing bridge, knitting
and traveling. She will leave for Scotland in June with
her hubby of 52 years, Duncan, and then on to Bald
Head Island. Her daughter Bonnie lives in Australia
with two granddaughters, while son Ed bought his
parents’ business and has two girls and a boy and
daughter Cyndi has an unexpected 5-year-old after
two sons, 25 and 21.

Lawrence ’61
Carol Reno Bullock attended Lawrence such a
short time before she was hit by the Asiatic flu and
suffered from mononucleosis. However, she has
wonderful memories of the camraderie of the student
body, her Theta pledge sisters, the dorm friends and
the excellence of the instructors. Carol, who is a
“realtor emeritus” after more than 40 years in the
profession, has the privilege of being a mother of
three and grandmother of three. She is moving to
the San Diego/Carlsbad, Calif., area to join her two
daughters and two youngest grandchildren (2 ½ and
1). Margaret Carroll is living in Appleton. She’s cut
back on her trustee life after about four decades and
feels much more focused and involved. The “climate
change” (on campus and in town) issues are very
compelling, thanks to President Burstein’s leadership
in working with his cabinet, students and faculty to
frame appropriate responses and initiate discussions
and actions.
Richard E. Cusic and his wife, Karin, became
full-time residents of Naples, Fla., after spending
the previous 20 years in the Boston area, fighting
the snow and high taxes. They have three children.
They enjoy their Florida lifestyle and occasionally
run into some visiting Lawrentians who come to
Naples. Several years ago Richard took up watercolor
painting and now paints as a member of the Florida

Watercolor Society and with a plein air group that
travels to many different locations in southwest
Florida for great painting venues. John E. Dunning
writes, “Serving on the 55th Reunion Committee
has given me the opportunity to reconnect with
classmates and their families as well as developing
an appreciation for what Lawrence is today—so much
more than 55 years ago.” He hopes to see everyone
at the 50-Year Connection and the 55th Reunion.
His nonrecreational activities focus on teaching a
few public management courses, campus ministry
board development and participating in national
teaching conferences. He’s living in Yorktown, Va.,
and encourages you to please give a call if you
plan to visit the “Historic Triangle” of Jamestown,
Williamsburg and Yorktown. Arlene Atwood Trettin
Engler married Bill Engler on June 21, 2014, in
Sister Bay, Wis., and had her wedding reception at
Björklunden. “It was wonderful!” says Arlene. She
and Bill are planning to attend Reunion this June
and hope everyone who can attend will do so. She
is also co-chairing our Reunion festivities with Dave
Grant. Arlene writes, “We will continue to encourage
you to come to our last organized Reunion at
Lawrence. Hope to see you then.”
Judith Schroeder Grimes continues to split her
year between Boyne City, Mich., (summer fun)
and Louisville, Ky. (great indoor theater and U of
L basketball AND restaurants) She’s still serving
as a ministry skills consultant to Unity Ministries
going through changes in leadership. One of these
days she’ll get retirement right! Her husband, Ken,
has finished his second novel; putting the finishing
touches on it now. Judith looks forward to seeing you
all in June! Ann D. Haase can’t resist wondering
where fellow studio art/art history alumni would
hang the lusciously painted Benefits Supervisor
Sleeping by Lucian Freud that sold at Christie’s
in New York for more than $56 million. Ann and
her husband’s art-auctions-timely trip to New York
last May (a trip built around his 50th Columbia
University medical school reunion) found them able
to view this fattest fat lady displayed not far from the
record-setting $179-plus million Picasso that was
the focus of their visit to the auction house. Jane
Voss Holroyd writes, “As I enter my ‘upper’ 70s, I
am happy to report that life is good!” She and her
husband are in pretty good health and continue
to do the things they love, such as golf, tennis and
travel. Last May they enjoyed a two-week trip to
Spain and Portugal, and hope to travel to Sicily this
year. This past October they had a wonderful visit
with her Lawrence freshman roommate Denny Smith
Hoelter and her husband at their lovely home in
Sonoma, Calif. Attendance at our Reunion is “iffy”
since they have a granddaughter graduating from
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college in Orange Beach, Calif. Charles F. Hunter
writes, “During my 45 years as a member of the
English department at San Jose City College it was
a delightful challenge to weave pieces of Freshman
Studies into the classes I taught. My memories of
mental curtains opening at Lawrence as I struggled
with issues of morality, ethics, critical thinking and
the challenges of applying ancient philosophy to
contemporary issues created many opportunities to
incorporate those same elements into my courses,
which were created to teach basic reading and
writing skills. Freshman Studies was a gift which
was unappreciated during my time at Lawrence,
but which ultimately formed the focus of my career
as a college teacher, and for that I am eternally
grateful.” Sonia Jensen and her husband, Robert
Palmquist, continue to thrive on the western edge
of Wyoming near Grand Teton National Park. They
enjoy the winter because it gives them both time to
pursue their art. Sonia continues as a printmaker
and Robert produces ceramics. They’ve traveled the
Mediterranean Sea with the Archaeology Institute of
America and particularly love Istanbul and the small
isolated islands with fascinating ruins. She’s so glad
anthropology was her major at Lawrence.
Richard F. Pain transferred from Lawrence to Hofstra
University and graduated in 1962. He married his
wife, Linda, a classical musician from Long Island,
N.Y., in December 1962. They met as lifeguards at a
country club—thanks to Lawrence, where he got his
Water Safety Instructor certification; without that,
no wife. Richard earned his M.A. and Ph.D. degrees
in psychology from Michigan State University, spent
thee years at Grumman Aerospace (during the Apollo
11 mission) and moved to American University to
work on highway safety research projects. He is
doing contract research. The last 25 years he was
with the Transportation Research Board, part of the
National Academies of Science, Engineering and
Medicine. Stanley A. Smith has gotten married,
retired from teaching and moved to Knoxville, Tenn.,
since his last Class Notes post. He and his wife met
in seventh grade in Fond du Lac, Wis. He is no longer
teaching for money but volunteers one day a week
at The Joy of Music School in Knoxville. JoMS gives
free lessons and instruments to kids who otherwise
could not afford them. Nancy M. Stowe’s husband,
Dick Stowe, died shortly after her retirement from the
Conservatory in 2001. She’s settled into a single life,
continuing many of the same activities she’d enjoyed:
grandchildren, church, college, friends. In 2011 a
long friendship with John Koopman developed into
more than that, and they decided to spend the
rest of their lives together! They spend six months
in Appleton and six months in Palo Alto, Calif.,

48

SPRING 2016

ALUMNI TODAY

2010. He may now have moved to Reno, Nev., with a
startup that will collect, process and market sterilized
human breast milk. James S. and Nancy Nye Knipe
moved from the north side of Pikes Peak in Green
Mountain Falls to Longmont, Colo., to be near their
son and family. They have two children, one an LU
alum from ’91, and three grandchildren. Nancy has
retired as a Colorado College librarian but Jim is
still a psychologist specializing in treating PTSD with
speaking engagements around the world.

Milwaukee-Downer Reunion 2015

Milwaukee-Downer alumnae at Reunion, June 1988

where John continues his post-retirement career
as an opera journalist. Nancy will attend the 55th
Reunion in June, and that prospect has her happily
reminiscing. At the end of her sophomore year,
Rebecca Barker Traut, transferred to Northwestern
University and entered its nursing program, where
she received a Bachelor of Science in nursing. She
married her high school sweetheart and they now
have four children and four grandchildren. She
keeps busy going to grandchildren’s basketball and
baseball games, knitting, church choir and other
church groups. Rebecca also helps organize a
medical mission trip to Panama each year. This
past January they saw 2,127 people in 4 ½ days!
She writes, “I will always remember my days and
the people I met at Lawrence.”
Rev. Harry C. Vedder writes, “First off, a quick hello
to all my classmates. Just wanted you all to know
that my spouse, Trixi, and I have sold the 80-acre
piece of land to the Queer Community Healing
Center, which is currently laying plans for its work.
I am happy to report that Trixi, who had been pretty
much paralyzed from the waist down at the end
of 2014, has almost totally regained movement
throughout her body, and now we both deal with
back pain issues. We hope to be with you at the
coming Reunion. Be well.” He and Trixi moved to
a much smaller plot of land about 14 miles away
in Woodbury, Tenn. Jay F. Williams stopped selling
at local farmer’s markets this year but continues
to teach paddling classes and lead kayak tours for
the city of Peoria, Ariz. He is expecting another Polish
grandchild in a month or two and will probably
be in Wroclaw, Poland, for the initial inspection
about Reunion time. This will be his 12th grandchild,
the third in Poland. His second son is a professor
at Lawrence, so he gets back to campus on a
regular basis. Much has changed, but much remains
the same.

’66
Compiled and submitted by Jane Azzi
I continue to volunteer at Lawrence, becoming chair
of the 50-Year Connection for 2017. I am also the
volunteer librarian/archivist at the Paper Discovery
Center Museum. Dr. T. Michael Anger and his wife
live in downtown Chicago, cycling, walking, working
out in the gym in their building and working two
days a week with another pediatrician in northwest
Indiana. He has two grandkids, Maya (7) and Livia
(3), and has a new CD called Wild Sky. Joyce
Anderson Beyer, in Green Bay, Wis., has retired from
teaching French in Clintonville and Pulaski, Wis. She
is helping to alleviate hunger in local communities,
stamping out cancer, which has affected both her
and Tom, working on voter registration and growing
much of her own food. They have two children and
three grandchildren. Ann Downing Booth writes
from Mount Vernon, Iowa, that she and Guy ’64 are
both enjoying their work, although Guy is beginning
to slow down his law practice. Ann is still building her
Scottish shortbread business in Iowa. They are still
loving Mount Vernon and now have two of their three
children living there.
Curt Buchholtz is celebrating his fourth year with
the National Park Foundation (Washington, D.C.). He
serves as director, major gifts and planned giving,
after “retiring” as executive director of the Rocky
Mountain Nature Association in Estes Park, Colo.
(1985–2011). He also worked in Glacier National
Park, Mont. (1963–85). He and his wife, Heidi, live
in Tucson, Ariz., and Estes Park. Nancy Beaudway
Burmeister is still not officially retired, but working
from home almost seems like retirement. Fortunately,
it’s only a .7 job (or, really, jobs), because the
other .3 is spent coping with treatment for breast
cancer. Her husband has had bladder cancer that

went to the lungs and, more recently, to the brain,
but she says they’re both feeling fine. Ann Clark
co-led groups for sex offenders at the University of
Minnesota medical school and was on the state
Department of Education committee that decided
and developed the AIDS curriculum for K–12. She
had a private practice working with sex offenders
with cognitive disabilities and has retired and travels
with her husband. After 46 years in the classroom,
32 in high school and 14 in community college,
Sydney Townsend Corbett hung up her red pen
and bid farewell to student essays. She misses the
teaching, but gets a bit of a “teacher fix” by teaching
five sessions of water aerobics at the spa.
Tom Countryman keeps quite busy with his job at
the library three hours a day in Elmhurst, Ill., and
fills his evenings with music and an occasional play.
He is devoted to opera and the Chicago Symphony
Orchestra. Carol Weeks Devoss continues to
enjoy crocheting and hopes to start a ministry
in her church to make plarn sleeping mats for
the homeless. Mary Ann Vasconcellos Dickson
and Bruce ’64 are enjoying retirement. When not
traveling, visiting with family or doing community
service (she is a court-appointed special advocate
for children who have been removed from their
families), they can always find plenty of work to
do at their small ranch just outside of College
Station, Texas. Annette Maffia Dluger works part
time for North Park University, teaching a class in
writing pedagogy. Life is good, especially with two
grandchildren, Chloe (16) and Jacob (10 months).
Rev. Lucinda Steven Duncan has welcomed the
arrival of her third granddaughter, rejoiced at the
Colorado mountaintop wedding of son Alec and
traveled to Italy since Bob’s death in 2013. This year
there have been domestic repair projects in Concord,
Mass., time spent walking her Australian labradoodle
“Bosun” and participation in reading groups focusing

on anti-racism. David L. Fine and his wife, Mary
Ellen, have two daughters both living in Madison,
Wis. One is autistic, lives in a group home and works
with the help of wonderful job coaches. The other is
married and has two children. In retirement he walks
and exercises, reads more than ever and volunteers
with a nonprofit, Care Of Creation. Neil Friedman
retired after teaching at Queens College for 16 years.
He is active in voluntary organizations in New York,
working for human rights and humanitarian causes
through Amnesty International USA, etc. Last year
he visited Japan and stayed with Ted Hayakawa, who
attended Lawrence in 1962–63 as a special student.
He had a serious heart operation several months ago
and is recovering steadily.
David K. Glidden met and married Susan
Carpenter ’68 some 25 years after graduation,
and they became parents late in life, raising two
daughters in a university setting in Riverside, Calif.
Ann Kesselring Hamon and Peter ’67 celebrated
their 50th wedding anniversary. Both are retired
librarians and enjoy every day, working on philatelic
interests, bird watching and reading. They have
one daughter and three granddaughters and have
been living in Madison, Wis., for the last 40 years.
Edward W. Hoffman has retired from the Baltimore
Symphony but does a lot of music arranging and
composition in the Minneapolis area, focusing on
vocal compositions and doing the occasional SATB
piece. Michael H. Jeronimus enjoys retirement in
Denver: golf, tennis, skiing, grandkids. William T.
Johnson and his wife, Marcia Zahn ’68, are retired
in Lake Oswego, Ore., and blessed that their children
and grandchildren all live within 50 miles. They’re
actively involved in volunteer work, primarily the local
library and food bank. When they find time they still
enjoy hiking, kayaking, bridge, travel and reading.
Henry M. Kaiser, now in Portland, Ore., reports his
biggest news is sad: the death of his wife, Margaret
“Peggy” Jane Fuller ’66 from multiple myeloma in

Rick Kroos remains in Hong Kong, actively
involved in a variety of investments, including
forestry, breeding and racing thoroughbred horses,
manufacturing and distributing New Zealand
green-lipped mussel products, manufacturing
medical face masks and LED lighting manufacturing
and distribution. His life balance is sharing a
busy traveling schedule with his wife, Pamela. He
continues to mentor LU students and alums. In
Evanston, Ill., Alice Haselden Lane has retired
from church organ and choir obligations but kept
her serious piano students and now spends more
time finding new arrangements for the women’s a
cappella chorus, the North Shore Harmonizers, that
she has been directing for more than 25 years. Her
son, Paul Lane ’92, is an LU graduate. Charles C.
Jamieson and Melania are living in Vulcana Pandele,
Romania. Their three sons are working in London.
Their daughter is working in Palermo, Italy. Their
granddaughter, Miriam (14), is blossoming into a
multitalented musician. Richard R. Martin, with
his wife, Aimee Moore Martin ’68, has retired from
USAID, having seen the world. He still travels but
also babysits two grandchildren, teaches English as
a second language, flies his little sport airplane and
enjoys Washington, D.C.’s cultural resources.
Wendy McClure McCalvy and her husband, Larry,
sold their horse-boarding stable in Racine, Wis., in
2012 and bought a beautiful condo on a ravine.
Wendy still has flower gardens (against the rules).
Sandra Hohnadel McGregor and her husband,
Robert Gaire, are enjoying retirement in Scarsdale,
N.Y. She is now trying to write fiction at the Sarah
Lawrence Writing Institute. Philip Metzger reports
that he retired 10 years ago but then archived
material for a local Moravian church. He has been
taking lessons on concert percussion for the past 10
years. His oboist daughter Kate ’94 has two children
in Houston and he has three more grandchildren
in Cherry Hill, N.J. Judith L. Meyers of Baltimore
retired from her director of psychiatric nursing
position. She just took a volunteer position at a
retirement community, where she works to develop
a music program and plays piano. Marcia Gliden
Parker and her husband, Tom ’65, live in Stevens
Point, Wis. A retired French professor, she is active
LAWRENCE
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in LU Reunion activities and with her children, all
Lawrentians, and grandchildren. After 24 years of
serving as assistant, then associate, and finally
interim director of the music school at the University
of Illinois, Ed Rath finally retired in 2012. He and
his wife, Lois Beck ’67, spend quality time with
their children (Lori and Nathan) and grandsons
(Collin and Aaron), plus cooking, playing the piano,
traveling, gardening, walking and golfing. Marilyn
“Pinky” Hollander Reaves has lived in Eugene,
Ore., where she and her late husband settled after
traveling through Latin America. She’s ready to retire,
to work on her own art and to travel with her partner,
MichaeI. She remains so grateful to Lawrence for
the opportunity to mature, to explore and to learn
how to think and stay curious—and to experience
wonderful friendships. David and Barbara Dancey
Ridgely have retired, but she is having fun as a parttime design apprentice with the Amish Craftsmen
Guild II, a 17-year-old family business in Cedarburg,
Wis. Dave’s post-retirement activities have
included active participation as a trumpet player
in three very accomplished volunteer community
musical ensembles and being involved with their
homeowners’ association. They celebrated their
50th anniversary July 16, 2015 with their five
children and their families.
Dr. James O. Roahen has retired as a dentist and
endodontist in the U.S. Navy and private practice.
He and his wife, Kathleen, live in Annapolis, Md.,
have a daughter and two grandchildren in Arlington,
Va., and a son in Boston. Robert H. and Kathryn
Wilson Schoenwetter have been retired for the
past 13 years, splitting their time evenly between
Glenview, Ill., and Tucson, Ariz. Their two sons, one in
Chicago and one in Santa Barbara, Calif., are much
older than they should be. Andrea G. Schwellinger
taught piano and vocal music in schools at all levels
from kindergarten to junior college for most of the 50
years since graduation. She’s presently living in an
assistive living complex. Happily married to Gil Smith
since 1970, Sharyn Jacob Smith has four adult
children and eight grandchildren. She and Gil have
lived in Oregon since 1980 and have two sons living
in Corvallis. Shari and Gil are retired, and Shari has
learned a lot about managing her fibromyalgia now.
Dr. Thomas E. Steinmetz has retired after 36 years
in medical practice. He and his wife, Liz, are enjoying
a more relaxed lifestyle with their four children and
four grandchildren. They acquired a lake home on the
east shore of Lake Winnebago. Susan Cartwright
Weiss and her partner, Peter, travel to visit her three
little grandsons, two on Cape Cod (Mass.) and one
in Washington, D.C. When at home in Earlysville,
Va., she paints (susanweiss.weebly.com), teaches
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LEFT TO RIGHT: Mary C. Mattke ’71, Joseph F. Patterson ’69, Tamika Watson Franklin ’05
and Richard King ’70 at Reunion 2015

Attendees at Reunion, June 1960

English as a foreign language for Literacy Volunteers
and works at the local food bank. Dr. Geoffrey H.
Wheeler-Bartol, his wife, Ann Wheeler ’69, and
their dog, Peeka, have all retired, sold their Bend,
Ore., house and are currently living on Salt Spring
Island in British Columbia, Canada, loving every
minute of life on the water.

’76
Compiled and submitted by Margi-Briggs Lofton
and Michael Lofton
These are pivotal times for many ’76ers. Many look
forward to reconnecting with classmates at Reunion.
Commonalities include retirement, witnessing
milestone events in their children’s lives, downsizing,
traveling and finding ways to spend more time with
friends, pets and progeny. Your class secretaries
were tasked with strict word limits. For the full scoop
from your classmates, please see the unedited
submissions in Voyager. —Michael, with a hearty
assist from Margi.
Katherine Greene Ball recently retired from working
in IT at Aurora University and has five grandchildren
to keep up with as she and her husband, George,
navigate whatever this next chapter will bring. Linda
Behar-Horenstein has a child starting college and
one starting law school. She currently juggles several
appointments at the University of Florida exploiting
her expertise in working with complex datasets,
which she describes as being “akin to ill-structured
puzzles.” Susan Binkis retired after careers in both
business and teaching. She thanks Lawrence for
preparing her for both. Foreign study in Japan led
to her career with Sumitomo, and Frank Doeringer
and J. Michael Hittle fostered her love for history.
Margi-Briggs Lofton has had her own business for
16 years, providing consulting services to nonprofits

in the arts, social justice and environmental fields.
Her latest passion is kickboxing; her goal is to show
the 20-somethings that oldsters can still have some
punch in them. There’s plenty of punch in Matthew
Brockmeier, who, among other things, is president
of his village, his congregation, treasurer of a local
food pantry and secretary of the Milwaukee Synod of
Evangelical Lutherans. John Bruce, busy practicing
law, shooting clays and playing chess, also writes
about fellow Lawrentian Jim Reich, who died this
year. John Chapman says of his Lawrence days, “I
will be forever grateful that I was able to attend such
a fine school.” He is currently director of music at the
Church of St. Mary in Lake Forest, Ill. Jane Hansen
Danowit is back in Wisconsin after many years out
west. Lured by the ski slopes, she chose Salt Lake
City for a pediatric residency and stayed there,
raising two children. She’s now working in Green Bay
in a hospitalist position.
Classmates in the Neenah area seeking a personal
trainer need look no further than John Davis, former
strength and conditioning coach for the Chicago
Cubs and former Vikings football coach. John
returned to the Fox Valley area in the ’90s and has
two daughters and a son. In 2015, after 30-plus
years of marriage, Bill Eggbeer “started a new solo
adventure” and is now living aboard his trawler,
WaterDog. He’s a partner with BDC Advisors, a health
care strategy consulting firm. Susanne Fusso still
remembers the wonderful example of LU mentors like
George Smalley, Dick Yatzeck, Sonia Kovitz, Michael
Hittle, Ted Rehl, Gerry Reed and Bert Goldgar. She
teaches Russian language and literature at Wesleyan
University. David Guzik lives in Oak Park, Ill., works
in video production and continues to study all
things Polish. He’s producing a documentary on
Polish musician and statesman Ignacy Paderewski.
When Dave Hines isn’t administering fecal implants

to restore intestinal microbiomes damaged by
antibiotics, he is birding and summiting mountains
with his oldest daughter. Dave and his wife, Nancy
Gazzola Hines, also live in Oak Park and have a son
and second daughter. Nancy continues to hone her
photography skills and now makes beautiful quilts
out of Japanese silk kimonos and obis. Elizabeth
Scollay Jayne should perhaps share her notes on
her recent Italian voyage with Susan Karow. Both
have recently retired from teaching, and Susan is
looking to make good on her long-held dream of
traveling to Italy. Nancy Kirchoff Kieraldo, also
retired from an education career, says she has
learned much from her students and colleagues. That
extends to lessons in love as well. Nancy has been
married for 35 years to a colleague, fellow music
teacher Joseph Kieraldo, and they have two sons.

investment banking firm. Clare McCulla has been
a legal services attorney since 1979. She moved
back to Illinois in 1996, and is still adjusting to what
she describes as the “quiet rural life” of Charleston.
Undaunted, she and her husband, Martin, do
manage to “get out of town as much as possible” in
pursuit of alternatives to Walmart. Pat Miller was
a winner of the Chicago Tribune’s annual Christmas
song parody contest and sang and played her
ukulele on stage at the Songs of Good Cheer concert
at the Old Town School of Folk Music. She and
Kathleen Quinlan are co-chairing the Class of 1976
40th Reunion committee. Earl Patterson loves
living in southern Idaho and traveling throughout the
western U.S. Some of his best LU memories stem
from managing the Viking Room for two years and
three years’ active membership in Phi Delta Theta.

C. Anne Laskaya’s career teaching medieval
literature continues at the University of Oregon.
She loves it, and she received a teaching award
last year. Anne lives with her pug and her cat. Like
other classmates with older parents, she is caring
for a mother suffering from memory loss. Nancy
Limberg-Meyer has been married to another alum,
Ken Meyer ’77, for more than 35 years. Their son
is a foreign affairs officer in the State Department
and their daughter is a master’s degree candidate.
Michael Lofton is a performer, educator and
administrator in the arts and youth and community
development. He and Margi are proud residents of
Harlem (N.Y.). He’s not singing or on the boards as
much as before, but hopes he still has the chops for
at least one more theme and variation. “Lawrence
was and remains a thoroughly formative experience.”
Echoing that sentiment, Nancy Mattson writes
that Lawrence was a great place to grow up, i.e.,
“to build a foundation for life.” She is founder and
managing director of Argent Group, Ltd., a boutique

Jerry Percak is back in Wisconsin after teaching in
Alaska and a fair amount of global travel. A former
owner of a guitar shop, he still plays occasionally
with his band. He also watches Lawrence basketball
when he can. “The older I get, the better I was.” Jon
M. Peterson and Kris Reuter Peterson have been
married for more than 38 years. Each retired after
lengthy careers in music and drama education and
education counseling. John serves on the board of
the local American Guild of Organists. They are both
active in their church as musicians. Kris currently
works part time for two mental health agencies. She
is also a Stephen Minister. John Ranck continues to
teach flute privately and at Northeastern University.
He was founding secretary/treasurer of the Greater
Boston Flute Association and president of a Boston
flute competition. Since 1989, he has lived with
fellow Lawrentian Andy Hardacker ’73. You can find
Mary Richter “living the good life on a horse ranch
at the end of a dirt road.” After running her own
company for 30 years and kicking off retirement by
circumnavigating the globe with her husband, Mary

These notes include items that have been submitted for publication to Lawrence, Voyager or a class secretary before Jan. 31, 2016.

now manages the ranch, fending off the occasional
bear or cougar wandering through. David Rosene
and his wife, Cathy, are doing “lots of road trips and
seeing lots of beautiful places.” Since retiring from
teaching, he served a term on his city council and
now enjoys a “semi-retirement” job running a gas
station in Eden Prairie, Minn., where he occasionally
sees Syd Einck ’77. Diane Macutha Savage sold
her 20-year dental practice after she says, “my neck
decided that it was time to change professions
again.” She is happily improving her Spanish, doesn’t
miss the stress of owning her own business and
enjoys having summers off again. Julie Phelps Stier
and her husband, Ken, are back in Wisconsin and
are happy to be just minutes away from family.
Julie spent 30 years as a systems analyst and is
now back to music both at her local hospital and
at her church.
A New Yorker since graduation, Jean Tatge is a
fundraising and strategic planning consultant to arts
groups and nonprofit organizations, predominantly in
the areas of community development, preservation
and urban placemaking. She and her husband, Phil
Collis, have two sons. Mary Ellyn Carolan Vicksta
has lived in Appleton since 1982 and loved her
career at Kimberly-Clark. She recently started her
own company, Vicksta Innovative Practices LLC.
She loves to travel and makes it a priority. Maggy
Young and her husband are living largely off of what
they grow on their small farm in Vermont. Maggy’s
photography can be seen on her website (maggyyoung.weebly.com). She has two sons. Kathryn
Walker Zavaleta has worked in Mayo Clinic’s
internal management consulting corps for the
past five years. She fairly sums up the sentiments
of ’76ers: “I first learned how to use the Internet
at an LU Reunion. I can’t wait to see what this
Reunion brings!”

’80
Compiled and submitted by Thomas Dwyer
Jim Hawks ’82 and I attended two mini LU reunions. In
fall 2014, Professor Andrew Hazucha ’82 presented
a paper at Providence College. Christopher B.
Mitchell ’82 and his spouse, Judy, graciously held
a dinner party. Also in attendance were Anne Dyrud
Clark ’83, Laurance Clark ’83, and Christopher J.
Matheus ’83. Last fall, Kathryn Henry-Choisser ’81
visited while dropping off her son at Northeastern
University. Joyce Majewski ’81 and her spouse,
Julian, arranged the reunion in Cambridge, Mass.
Kurt Amend retired from the State Department after
23 years and joined Raytheon as vice president of
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Bill Baer ’72 has been named acting U.S. associate
attorney general in the Justice Department. Baer’s
promotion from head of the department’s Antitrust
Division puts him in the Justice Department’s
No. 3 post.

ALUMNI TODAY

foreign policy and national security affairs. In 2014
his wife, Alice Wells, became the U.S. Ambassador
to Jordan. Kurt says, “Looking forward to the
June Reunion and the high probability, with all of
the initial awkwardness, that we won’t recognize
one another!” Dr. Deborah Lynne Anderson
returned to Illinois and took a position at Illinois
Valley Community College as the vice president of
academic affairs. Deb had served as the dean of arts
and sciences for a community college in Escanaba,
Mich. Deb has days when she misses the classroom,
but overall finds great satisfaction in her work as an
administrator.
Marcy Wax Armstrong is in her 32nd year at Merck
in West Point, Pa. As director of compliance and
logistics external quality assurance, she has been
part of a fascinating and ever-changing business. Her
husband, Michael, has been retired for two years and
keeps himself busy with gardening, home projects,
fly fishing and maintenance of his mother’s extensive
gardens. They enjoy spending time outdoors hiking
and fishing. Bernhard Asher just completed a
Master of Sacred Music degree in choral conducting
at Luther Seminary–St. Olaf College. He is a parttime choir director at a small church in the Twin
Cities and also works in IT security at U.S. Bank. His
wife, Julie Carr, works as an early childhood special
education assistant for Minneapolis Public Schools.
Daughter Kellie attends St. Olaf as a voice education
major and son Griffin (15), who has Down Syndrome
and autism, is in residential treatment. He’s well,
and they anticipate his move to a small house this
spring. Simon Chu just turned 60 and will celebrate
his 33rd wedding anniversary with his “college
sweetheart.” Their oldest child finished her Pharm.D.
and is working as a pharmacist. Child No. 2 is a
college sophomore studying computer science. Living
in the San Francisco Bay area since 1986, “it is
difficult to move away because of the nice weather.”
Simon worked 25 years as an applications chemist,
but is now happily self-employed for the past three
years.
After graduating from the University of Wisconsin
Law School, John Curtin moved to Arizona, where
he has practiced law for 28 years. He has served as
president of the Arizona Association of Trial Lawyers
and is rated as “preeminent” by Martindale-Hubbell.
John met his wife, Victoria, on his first job; they
have two daughters. Mary Curtin ’14 is attending
graduate school at UW–Madison and Clare is working
on a culinary degree. Dr. Robert Foss retired from
the Navy after serving for 30 years. He has joined
the Johns Hopkins School of Medicine faculty and
began working as a consulting pathologist at the
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“From his work at the Federal Trade Commission to
his leadership of the Justice Department’s Antitrust
Division, he has demonstrated keen intelligence,
strong judgment and consummate skill,” U.S. Attorney
General Loretta Lynch said.
Baer served on the Lawrence University Board of Trustees from 2000 to 2012,
before joining the Justice Department. He has served as assistant attorney
general for the Antitrust Division since December 2012.

Todd Soli ’67, left, and David Griffin ’67 at Reunion in June 1983

Department of Defense’s Joint Pathology Center.
Julia Pingry Fraser was certified by Tom Rausch
in his Coach2Lead program, which helps a wide
range of organizations create a culture of coaching
that is more enjoyable and engaging for all. Julia is
launching a new business, Present Source, to help
employers create work environments where people
can flourish. Last year Julia became a snowbird, with
a house in North Fort Myers, Fla. She still maintains
her home on Cape Cod. Adam Gottesman and
Kariann Moratzka Gottesman ’96 are still living in
Minneapolis and enjoying it for about eight months
of the year. Now that they are empty nesters, they
are tempted to head somewhere above freezing. Son
Josh graduated from high school last year and has
headed to Tulane in New Orleans.
Sheri Greenberger has owned and operated a
franchise, Bark Busters Home Dog Training—“What
a great job!” Nadine Karplus revels in her beautiful
mountain home in Nederland, Colo. At elevation
8,240 feet, she enjoys magnificent panoramas of
the snow-capped Indian Peaks Wilderness. She has
served nearly a decade as director of the nonprofit
Seniors and MidLife organizations, including a
four-year stint as the director of the chamber of
commerce. Karin Simonson Kopischke teaches
costume design and technology at Lawrence and
freelance designs nationwide. She lives in Door
County with her husband, Alan, and her two children,
Anya (21) and Simon (14). Her costume designs for
Big Fish at First Stage Milwaukee were recognized
as one of the best of 2015 by the Milwaukee
Journal-Sentinel. This summer she will be the
resident designer for Door Shakespeare and will
be designing three plays for the Peninsula Players.
Janice Parker lives in Appleton and is reminded
while driving down College Ave. of band rehearsals
at dusk in the chapel. “There were many nights we
had stimulating conversations on the floor outside

the practice room doors, but no memory tops
the time some friends and I took my roommate’s
mannequin to band rehearsal and posed him in
the balcony conducting!” Janice and her husband,
Russell, will be celebrating their 20th wedding
anniversary. James Scheuer serves as president
of the Wisconsin Music Educators Association and
participates in activities of the National Association
for Music Education, including lobbying for music
education on Capitol Hill. Now retired after 33 years
of teaching music, he continues to work as a music
clinician, guest conductor, adjudicator and university
lecturer. Terry Brown Sopotnick completed 16 years
of home schooling for her two children by sending
her youngest off to college. Terry offers private piano
and voice teaching, accompanying and teaching
music classes for home schoolers. She now has time
for composing. Terry and her husband, Greg, will
celebrate their 24th anniversary this fall.
Daniel Stifter writes, “36 years since we graduated,
an experience that defined me and set me on
my life’s path. Since then: one wife, two kids in
college, one grad school, eight full-time jobs, three
apartments, five houses, 15 cars, one motorcycle,
three cats, four dogs, two horses, two surgeries,
thousands of miles run, 70–80,000 Advils, three
corporate moves, visited 46 countries and all seven
continents, now retired for two years. Same pants
size as in college, but uncountable hairs lost. You
can get a lot done in 36 years.” Jane Thessin is
busier than ever, with more activities than when she
was working. Jane is active in local ACDA and SAI
groups and a “lot of stuff at church.” For fun, she
does stamping and sewing, but primarily works as
domestic servant in Bowie, Md., for two spoiled cats.
Stephanie Vrabec writes, “I am happy to be on the
LU campus frequently and consider my connection
to Lawrence to be one of the best things about living

in the Fox Valley! I look forward to seeing many of you
at Reunion in June!” Gregory Weber began his 29th
year as a Wisconsin assistant attorney general; he’s
spent all that time in the criminal appeals unit, serving
as director since 2003. “I’ve watched the children
of friends and colleagues make the trip to Appleton
and start their own love affairs with Lawrence. Some
of it has changed dramatically … and some of it
hasn’t changed at all.” He found and married Marilyn,
“the love of my life.” Susan Choate Wolf works for
Alameda County Office of Education wearing many
hats: community catalyst with social media, faculty
for the Integrated Learning Specialist Program and
mentor/coach at various school sites across the
greater Bay Area. Susan is a teaching artist, primarily
a printmaker but also at times launching a series of
odd and curious site-specific performances. See her
projects at susanwolfprojects.com.

’81
Compiled and submitted by Karen Hallacy
I am an empty nester with my three children spread
all over the country. My husband, Don, and I enjoy
traveling (Costa Rica, Baja, Ireland, Tanzania)
and attending concerts. I keep busy volunteering:
advocating for education, raising awareness about
elder abuse, liaising between the community and
public safety and promoting STEM education. Will
attend Reunion! James G. Acker recently published
a book for the NASA history program about its
ocean color satellite missions, which he has been
involved with for decades. Elizabeth Austin Asch’s
art work is mostly larger commissions these days.
She’s working on certification for interspecies
communication while teaching a course in nature
connection. Paris is still a dream come true. Come

visit! Robert B. Blasio asks, “Where has the time
gone? I hope to see many of you at Reunion.”
Robert J. Braun Jr. and his wife, Maggie, are
executive directors of WeHaKee Camp for Girls in
northwest Wisconsin. They love every moment!
Daughters Hannah and Carina are completing their
undergraduate studies at St. Thomas and Loyola.
They enjoy the empty nest, but there are times where
the silence is deafening! Anne Smith Cornelius
and James M. Cornelius live in Springfield, Ill. Their
daughters attend University of Chicago and the
University of the South. They see Pietra Gardetto ’80
and Cron Mueller ’80 on a semi-regular basis. Anne
convened with Susy Schultz, Sara Wood Rattan and
Melinda Curry Douglass last fall. Corny saw Brian
and Jean Lipchik, Cindy Johnson ’83, Hugh Dellios
’83, Cam Jackson ’83, Amy Teschner ’83, Tony
Hurtig ’82, Leslie Schwartz ’83 and John Holbert
at a Dan Bern ’81 performance in Chicago. They
occasionally see Karen McGarvie and Tom Watson ’80.
Ann S. Derse is looking forward to reminiscing and
catching up with classmates at Reunion. She wonders if
“Suzy Snowflake” will attend.
Bernard A. Haen remarried Gini Marcoe on
June 19, 2015. They live in Green Bay, Wis., with
their standard poodle and four cats. Barnie is quality
manager at VAL-FAB, a metal fabrication shop in
Neenah. In their free time, they enjoy gardening (still
trying to figure out what to do with all the zucchini)
and working on the upkeep of their century-old
home. Daughter Caroline attends UW–River Falls.
David A. Heller is completing 30 years at Trinity
University as professor of music and university
organist. In 2012, he was appointed chair of the
music department, so he’s gone over to the dark side
in college administration. He continues to perform
around the country and abroad, and since 2014
has become a regular performing member at the
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Classical Music Festival–Austria. He returns to
Fond du Lac, Wis., regularly to see family and friends
and to perform. Partner in crime Lorna Peters has
performed three times at Trinity. Lisa Hollensteiner,
M.D., loves her Lawrence friends, especially best
friend Sue Schneider Harrison. They ran together at
Lawrence and now nordic ski or bike together, which
is easier on the legs! Lisa still loves working in the
emergency room. Recently she has been active in
child protection reform in Minnesota, serving on the
Governor’s Task Force for Child Protection, and is now
involved with implementing the changes.
Eleanor Kerlow says it seems like yesterday she was
listening to Dan Bern at the coffeehouse, Wisser’s
band at the pub, playing broomball with Anne
Smith and Emily Hawke in front of Ormsby, staying
up during Trivia weekend and getting a darn good
education. She loves scuba diving, marine biology
and marine conservation and has dived in Hawaii,
Australia and the Caribbean. She plays guitar and
ukulele, gardens, does yoga and has been in the
chorus of two community musicals. Jeanne Loehnis
retired after 30 years of working in IT at Lawrence
into her second career as an Inward Journey life
coach in 2011. Still in Appleton, she travels with
people who desire deep self-responsibility in this
lifetime. She creates coaching tools, blogs, leads
music in her spiritual community and mentors others
in leadership and life. She published her first book,
What’s Alive In Me Now? Time for the Journey of
Your Life! in 2014. Timothy P. Melchert of Fox Point,
Wis., is proud of several achievements: He made it
through some medical exams they recommend for
people his age and recently was able to utter the
words “middle age” in reference to himself. He’s been
a professor (counseling psychology) at Marquette
University for 18 years (department chair and
associate dean of the Graduate School). He and his
wife (a psychotherapist) have three wonderful kids: a
high schooler, another at UW–Madison and the third
at University of Chicago.
Sara Wood Rattan is now working in the maturity
rating department of AARP and looks forward
to seeing everyone at Reunion! She did a little
Reunion “pre-gaming” with Susy Schultz, Anne
Cornelius and Melinda Douglass last October and
they anticipate being in good form for June! Mary
Manuel Schwartz remarried in May 2010 to Jim
Schwartz. They live in Bergen County, N.J., with Jim’s
daughter, their dog and their cat. Mary teaches
band, chorus and classroom music in a small school
system, and has spent the last two years learning
the Orff Schulwerk philosophy of music teaching. If
any of you are in New York, she would love to see
you—she lives about 15 miles from Manhattan!
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ALUMNA ASSISTS REFUGEES
Elizabeth (Keckonen) Hejl ’91 spent 13 years teaching high school German in Fond
du Lac, Wis. Now she’s putting those skills to use with a different type of students:
refugees from Syria and Eritrea.
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Patrick H. Short is in his 24th year of running CSz
Portland and 29th year with ComedySportz. He’s
had the most fun working in applied improvisation
with companies like Nike, Google and the University
of Portland men’s basketball team. He formed a
band of old guys, The Dad Kennedys, and plays
mostly fundraiser gigs. He was very pleased to be
allowed near the WLFM studios during the 50th
Great Midwest Trivia Contest in 2015, and calls
interviewing trivia founder J.B. deRosset ’66 a
historical milestone. Nancy Boehm Twomey is very
excited she will make it to her first class Reunion!
She hasn’t made it back since she moved to Georgia
in 1982. It is very important to her to return this year,
since she finally finished all her cancer treatments
in December! In addition to visiting old haunts,
she’s excited to visit with classmates. Shelly Briggs
Underhill is still a pathologist with a large private
pathology group in the Milwaukee area, but now
lives with her partner, psychology professor and
researcher Ed Bowden. Her son, Edward, is a music
composer in Los Angeles, working as assistant to
Chris Willis on the TV shows Veep, Mickey Mouse and
Lion Guard. Son Wyatt just graduated from Juilliard
and is assistant concertmaster for the Baltimore
Symphony Orchestra. Charles W. Wood III is head
golf professional at Oconomowoc Golf Club and was
named Wisconsin PGA 2016 Teacher of the Year. He
has also received the Wisconsin PGA 2015 Player
Development Award and the Ping 2014 Regional
Club Fitter of the Year Award.

’82
Compiled and submitted by Thomas Quill
I have two significant life events to report: 1) I am a
prostate cancer survivor with a cancer-free diagnosis;
and 2) My husband, Albert, and I are grandparents
to an amazing little man (Thomas Albert Johnston,
born Sept. 13, 2015). “Little T” has brought a
valuable new perspective to our lives. We couldn’t
be more proud of our niece/daughter, Miranda, and
her family, and we are humbled and honored to have
the little man named after us. We will (continue to)
spoil him! Jim Acri of Winnetka, Ill., feels blessed:
“Dad lived to 95 and played the piano until his last
days. Mom is doing great and is the best cook on the
planet.” Jim and his wife, Amy, have been married 28
years and have 22-year-old triplet daughters, Emily,
Madeline and Carolyn. One is a classical violinist,
one a mechanical engineer and one a third-grade
teacher—that’s diversity! Jim is still close friends
with his London roommate, Dave Brinton, and loves
holiday updates from fellow Lawrentians Randy
Daul, Linda Hellmich and Jeff Bissell. Kathleen
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Hejl moved to Germany in 2012. In December, she took a job at the HermannHesse-Kollege, a language school in Horb, teaching German to a class of 12 adult
refugees from the two countries.
“These students are wonderful, and I can hardly keep up with them. They work
hard, want to learn everything I can teach them, ask intelligent questions, have
fun senses of humor and are friendly and genuine,” says Hejl, whose daughter,
Stephanie Vahlsing ’15, is a fifth-generation Lawrence alumna. “I have never
enjoyed teaching as much as I do with these students. I am certain that everything
I have done during and since my years at Lawrence has been preparing me for this
venture and these students.”
Read more about Hejl’s work on her blog, bhejl.blogspot.de.
Elizabeth Hejl ’91 works with her new German language students in Horb, Germany.

Bublitz of Birmingham, Mich., remarks “it has been
over 30 years since studying music at Lawrence,
and I am still growing as a professional musician.”
In year 28 of teaching music, Kathleen conducts
the children’s choir at Christ Church Cranbrook. She
expanded her musical foundation by taking carillon
lessons, with plans to take the carillonneur exam.
Kathleen keeps busy with her husband, Joe, and
sons William, Phillip and Charlie. With one child in
middle school and two in high school, Kathleen is
planning for college, hoping for a future Lawrentian!
Jim Cheng left USA TODAY and relocated in August
from Washington, D.C., to his hometown of Louisville,
Ky., to work in Gannett’s design studio. As a copy
editor, his primary duties include editing the local
editions of USA TODAY. Returning to Louisville
after 37 years has been eye-opening. Louisville is
more diverse and lively and has become a foodie
destination. He hopes his mom is happy he is
home. Nancy Elliott Curtis of Pittsford, N.Y., is
vice president, content, for Logical Operations,
the world’s largest publisher of general-purpose
instructional materials for the adult technical training
market. She celebrated 25 years at LO in March.
Her family includes her husband, Chris, and two
children: Chet, a sophomore dean’s list engineering
major at Binghamton University, and Faith, a high
school sophomore honor student with interests
in fast-pitch softball, vocal music and community
service. Ross Daniels and his wife, Denise, remain
in Wheaton, Ill., and became empty nesters after
son Ethan left for Butler University in fall 2015. Ross
surpassed 31 years with AT&T in 2015 and is now a
director of automation programs for AT&T’s business
service delivery organization. Charles DeMets of
Verona, Wis., has been professor of geophysics at
UW–Madison for 23 years. He still loves the blend
of research and teaching that his position entails.

Active field programs in El Salvador, Guatemala,
Honduras, Jamaica and Mexico, plus collaborations
with French and Russian scientists, keep him busy
when not lecturing students about how much fun
rocks can be if you apply a little physics to them! He
published his 100th scientific paper, which seems
incomprehensible given his first Freshman Studies
paper was given a C—and its rewrite a D. He and his
wife, Lynn, have enjoyed their trips to LU to visit their
two Viking daughters (’14 and ’19).

College, the “Lawrence on the beach.” Karen King
is counsel with Resek Liang & Frank LLP, a patent
boutique firm based in New York, since January.
Since graduating from Lawrence, she has lived
in Sierra Leone; Madison, Wis.; Northfield, Ill.;
Ann Arbor, Mich.; Lowell, Mass.; White Plains, N.Y.;
and now Boonton, N.J. She plays trombone in jazz
band and euphonium in concert band. She also
plays alto and tenor horn in Civil War reenactment
military brass bands in New Jersey and Pennsylvania.

Samuel Elkind, of Alpharetta, Ga., continues his
work as a manager at UPS in Atlanta, where he
and his wife, Molly, now have an empty nest. In
his spare time he is active as a black-and-white
photographer, continuing to use the film and
darkroom methods he loves. Last summer, he had
his first solo exhibit in Atlanta. Samples of his
photography are at samelkind.com. Brian Garves of
Mount Pleasant, Mich., has been appointed a federal
administrative law judge working for the Social
Security Administration. Barbara Storms Granner of
Evanston, Ill., is the marketing and communications
manager for the National Commission on
Correctional Health Care. Her husband, Chris, is
audio director for Zynga Chicago, and daughter
Caroline is in her first year at LU—a third-generation
Lawrentian! James D. Hawks III experienced the
unexpected death of his father five months after
graduating from Lawrence. Jim joined his sister to
help run his father’s industrial cutting tool company.
After selling the business years later, he continued
in sales and management of woodworking and
metalworking businesses for almost 34 years. He is
still in his hometown of Concord, Mass., with wife,
Shelley, and two sons. Shelley is a college professor,
with specialities in modern Chinese history and art.
Son Sam ’16 is studying Russian language and
literature, while Johnny is a freshman at Eckerd

Mark Kohls of DePere, Wis., regrets he will
miss Reunion due to a prior commitment to run
Grandma’s Marathon. Running is still his passion,
just as it was at LU on the cross country team,
though his speed “has long since deteriorated
with age.” Being in northeast Wisconsin these last
30 years has allowed Mark and his wife, Nancy,
to attend an occasional performance or sporting
event at LU. Mark will continue as an independent
information technology consultant and project
manager until it is time to retire. Ane Lintvedt-Dulac
is a lifer at McDonogh School, a prep school outside
Baltimore, where she has stayed since grad school.
She teaches history, does work with the AP world
history program and serves on a lot of committees.
Her husband, Mark, is a violinist, and their daughter
Madeline a serious distance runner (Ane can now
“talk track” with anyone) and recent graduate of
Bucknell University with a geology major. Ane enjoys
traveling abroad, often in conjunction with world
history conferences around the globe, and visiting
her husband’s family in Norway. Ane never has to
spell or pronounce her name in Norway: priceless!
Janet Place is working as the director of workforce
development at the University of South Carolina
Arnold School of Public Health in Columbia, S.C. Her
husband, Gerry, is self-employed, and son Cam is 16.
Janet is still playing music and also designing and

creating jewelry, which she sells. Creativity keeps her
going! Janet Steiner Stevens and her husband, Rob
Stevens ’79, live in the Green Bay area with a horse,
dog and two cats now that their two sons are out of the
nest. Son Sam ’13 is in medical school in Milwaukee,
while son Paul ’10 and his wife, Elizabeth ’10, live in
Madison with their son, Walter. Paul is in his first year of
family medicine residency and Elizabeth is an attorney.
David Trimble has nothing profound to report! He had
hoped to win that $1 billion-plus lottery but forgot to
buy a ticket! He has been living in Washington, D.C.,
since the early ’90s, married since 2000, has two kids
in junior high and is currently working at a congressional
agency overseeing investigation of issues involving
the nuclear weapons complex, nuclear cleanup and
nonproliferation. Most notably, he still listens to Elvis
Costello. Dean Walsh feels like his house in Arlington
Heights, Ill., is getting bigger every year. He has plenty of
room for any Lawrentians who may want to visit! Dean
and his wife, Beth, will see Maura, their fourth child (of
five), leave for college next year. Maura visited Lawrence
and liked it very much, but her mother and three older
siblings attended/are attending Notre Dame. Dean is
afraid his wife’s alma mater may lure Maura, too. Dean
consults and Beth is a pediatrician.
Greg Zlevor recently moved from the Boston area to
Stowe, Vt., having purchased a building in downtown
for his company. He is trying hard not to kill himself on
the icy slopes of Mount Mansfield. He sends a note
to Tom Barney: “I’ve improved since my first tumble
down your mountain!” Greg has three children: Jackie,
out of college and working in New York; Emily, a senior
at Boston College who plays lacrosse; and Daniel, a
freshman lacrosse player at Franklin and Marshall. Greg
has a unique opportunity to sponsor a high lama to visit
the states and write a book.
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’91
Anna Stowell Belyaev spent time teaching K-8
computers at a school for gifted and talented in
Madison, Wis., taught English in Russia, returned
back to Madison for a job at Epic Systems and grad
school, then moved to Chicago to launch her real
career and a technology company—all of which you
can follow on LinkedIn. Along the way, she married,
had two cats, helped raise two kids and somehow
even collaborated on two children’s music albums.
Michael C. Bongers earned an art degree from
UW–Madison. After almost 20 years in Madison, he
moved back to Appleton in 2010. He’s employed by
Ecolab Healthcare, working with hospitals throughout
Wisconsin to reduce health care–associated
infection rates. Michael married the love of his life
in 2014 and lives in the village of Harrison with his
two dogs, Billy and Wally. Gillian Carr Cato looks
forward to heading back to her first Reunion in 25
years! She and her husband, John, live in Manhattan
Beach, Calif., with their two boys. She’s working as
a postpartum doula, while John moderates focus
groups for the entertainment industry. Bliss Paul
Cohen lives in Appleton with her husband, Paul (a
history professor at Lawrence), and their daughter
Leah. She also has a stepdaughter, Nora, in
San Francisco and an older daughter, Madeleine,
who is studying abroad in Spain. Bliss recently
learned Spanish customs prohibits the shipment
of Skittles. She works in research and development
at Kimberly-Clark. Andrea L. Cox has been living
in Madison, Wis., since graduation. She earned her
Ph.D. in astrophysics at UW–Madison. Andrea and
her husband have a daughter who is part of the
high school rocketry program. For the past decade,
Andrea has been working for a manufacturer of
medical devices in a wide variety of roles.
Shirley Tse Forer is splitting her time between
New York and Old Lyme, Conn., enjoying the diversity
and convenience of city living while being able to
appreciate the beauty and the slower pace of the
Connecticut shoreline. She’s married with no kids
and is currently working as the U.S. director of risk
management for Brookfield Asset Management.
Sarah Glashagel lives and works in the Bahamas
with her partner, Scott. They manage a charitable
organization called Youth Empowerment through
Soccer International. They also have an online
business called From Around the Globe, through
which they help provide a sales platform for the work
of artisans in some of the countries they’ve visited.
After working for more than 11 years in international
education exchange, Sally Glasser quit her job, went
to library school and became an academic librarian.
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WHAT WOULD A LAWRENTIAN DO? SPEAK UP
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Sally is currently the serials and electronic resources
librarian at Hofstra University; in September she
received tenure. She resides in Long Beach, N.Y.,
and enjoys the beautiful and plentiful beaches with
her husband and two kids. Cyndy Hagin teaches
robotics and computer science at a grade 6–12
STEM school and is passionate about getting
underrepresented populations (particularly girls) into
STEM. She and her husband love going to the beach,
hiking in the gorge and visiting national parks. Kristi
R.G. Hendrickson is currently an assistant professor
of medical physics at the University of Washington in
Seattle, directing their clinical residency program in
medical physics. She is married with two daughters,
two big bubbas (big brothers in their 20s), a dog and
two cats. Andrea L. Hines is operations manager
for the neuroscience institute at the NYU School of
Medicine. She’s been writing poetry for 16 years,
10 with the Writers Studio, where she’s in the master
class with founder and poet Philip Schultz. Andrea is
a member and treasurer of Verbal Supply Company,
a nonprofit writers collective.
Amy Hockenberger Hochkammer and husband,
Karl Hochkammer ’92, are still living in
Birmingham, Mich. Amy works part time at Morgan
Stanley as a consulting group analyst. They have a
16-year-old daughter who is very into dance, theatre
and singing and a son in seventh grade who is busy
with basketball, tennis and theatre as well. Steven A.
Houghton, his wife and son moved to Piermont, N.Y.,
a peaceful village on the Hudson. They purchased
his uncle’s house and are enjoying the adventures
that come with owning a 100-plus-year-old structure.
They welcomed a new baby girl into the family earlier
this year. He works at the Institute of International
Education overseeing programs with NYU and
Rolex. Margaret Roberts Jones earned her M.A. in
English from the University of Washington. She then
spent the rest of her 20s backpacking around the
northwest, traveling abroad and working in private
schools in Seattle. She remarried at 40, had her
first (and only) child at 41 and then developed
lupus (SLE), which caused her to retire. She’s since
discovered a passion for sewing and modern quilting.
Gavin M. Kearney recently relocated to Chicago
to work for the Sargent Shriver National Center on
Poverty Law directing a new project: the Legal Impact
Network, which includes advocacy organizations
representing 31 states and the District of Columbia
working to alleviate poverty and advance racial
justice. He’s married with two kids, but hasn’t gotten
around to building the white picket fence yet.
Joe Krueger and his wife have been married
for 21 years and have been blessed with two
awesome boys. Joe teaches high school social
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ABC’s What Would You Do? presents ordinary people with real-time ethical dilemmas—
all with hidden cameras rolling. A February episode featured a Lawrentian showing
compassion and decency.
Doug Schneider ’95 witnessed a rude customer (played by an actor) repeatedly berate
a barista at Case Study Coffee in Portland, Ore. Instead of avoiding or ignoring the
situation, Schneider spoke up.
“Everyone makes mistakes. We have to be patient,” he told the agitated customer, who
demanded to know why Schneider would stand up for the barista.
“I’m just being a human being, that’s all,” he said.
Schneider is the principal accompanist with the Portland Opera. As fellow alum Cathy
Statz ’96 noted on Facebook, “No surprise to me; Doug has always been a class act!”

Doug Schneider ’95 on ABC's What Would You Do?

studies (psychology, economics, U.S. history and
global studies). Joe writes, “Lawrence will always
hold a special place in my heart. Plantz Hall, Phi
Delta Theta, London, sports and great friends. The
memories may not be fresh or the strong bond of
friendship may have loosened, however, the impact
will never fade.”
Lynn (Brunner) LeMoine is a licensed attorney
and qualified mediator in the state of Minnesota.
Lynn is currently employed as an assistant director
of admissions and adjunct professor at Mitchell
Hamline School of Law. Lynn continues to explore
her musical interests by singing with a 40-voice a
cappella choir. Lynn loves to spend time with her
husband, Jeff ’89, and their three daughters. Eric
E. Palmer got married in Venice, Italy, in May. This
summer, he will be finishing his studies in traditional
Chinese medicine. He’s worked from home as a
translator since 1995. Eric’s divorce from his first
wife led him to discover his Native American roots,
followed by certification as a Reiki Master, Qi Gong
course instructor, massage therapist and naturopath.
He also hopes to successfully renounce his U.S.
citizenship this year. Karen Park lives in Appleton
and is a professor of religious studies at St. Norbert
College. Her husband, Martyn Smith, is a professor
of religious studies at Lawrence. They have four kids:
two boys and two girls. The oldest will be headed off
to college next year. After earning his Ph.D. in physics
from the University of Washington, Stephen C. Parker
moved to Denmark and worked as a post-doc at the
Technical University of Denmark. He’s returned to
the U.S. and landed a tenure-track position at Saint
Martin’s University, where he’s been for the past
seven years. Marty J. Robinson has been professor
of jazz and trumpet at UW–Oshkosh since 2004. He
married Ann (née Wermuth) ’88 in 1993. They live
in Appleton with their eighth-grade daughter and

enjoy attending events at Lawrence and still being
connected to many faculty. Julie A. Rodemeier and
her husband, Steve, moved from Milwaukee to the
Sheboygan area, where she took on a new position
as associate dean of academic affairs for Lakeland
College. She looks forward to seeing everyone at
Reunion. Mary K. Roetzel earned her M.B.A. with
a concentration in nonprofit management from
Boston University. She works at a local art college
doing institutional research, strategic planning and
accreditation. She’s happily single and, in her spare
time, sings in the choir at Trinity (Episcopal) Church
in Boston’s Copley Square. Mary had a great visit a
few years ago with Shauna Keane-Timberlake and
Beth Baker Titus to see Linda Schilling ’92.
Todd G. Ruskell has been on the faculty at the
Colorado School of Mines physics department
for 17 years. He is currently wrapping up writing
scripts for online “pre-lectures” to supplement the
textbook College Physics, which he co-authored.
Todd’s wife, Susan Carter Ruskell, continues to
volunteer with their daughter’s school. She worked
on the International Snow Sculpture Competition in
Breckenridge, Colo. Anita Freer Sacrey lives with
her husband and eight dogs in their dream home in
Arkansas. She’s working as budget manager for the
Arkansas Department of Education. Anita competes
in dog agility and does dog rescue work in her free
time. Anita writes, “I think my most memorable times
at LU were spent at the grill and the coffee house.
I loved the Sunday night performances!” John G.
Sanidas attended the Medical College of Wisconsin
and has been with Madison Medical Affiliates for
almost 18 years. He has a wife (whom he met on
a blind date) and three children in Cedarburg, Wis.
Elena Reiter Sellers celebrated her 20th wedding
anniversary in April by embarking on a maiden
Disney cruise with her husband and two teenagers.

Her daughter is beginning to look at colleges. They
live in Redmond, Wash., and really love the Pacific
Northwest. Paul T. Snyder worked on political
campaigns for a couple of years, then decided to
shift careers. While thinking about next steps, he
ended up bartending at a hotel outside Chicago.
“The rest, as they say, is history.” He’s currently the
chief sustainability officer for InterContinental Hotels
Group. He lives in Atlanta with his wife and two
daughters. After four years of working at international
schools in Cyprus and Croatia, Brett H. Stousland
and family returned to the U.S. three years ago.
He has a daughter in college and a son in high
school. Brett works as a district administrator for the
Barneveld (Wis.) School District. Other than walking
the dog and trying to figure out what their cat is
thinking, they are all just “living the dream.”
Evan T. Voboril re-entered the law practice. He
operates a solo practice in downtown Chicago and
teaches a course in legal writing at the College of
DuPage. He and his wife live in Forest Park, Ill., where
they raise heirloom veggies and honeybees in the
backyard garden. In warmer months, you might find
them tearing up the tarmac on a pair of vintage
motorcycles. Laura A. Wake Wiesner moved to
the Twin Cities and started a new job at the Como
Park Zoo and Conservatory as the visitor services,
operations and interpretive programs manager. In
March she closed on a house in Mounds View, Minn.,
and will be happy to start putting down roots in a
new neighborhood. Michael P. Willis writes, “Aloha
from Dubuque, Iowa!” He and his wife, LeAnn, will
be celebrating eight years of marriage this summer.
They have three daughters. When he’s not at home or
working, he volunteers at the Carnegie-Stout Public
Library and serves as a sound engineer for
his church.

’00
Compiled and submitted by Becky Doyle-Morin
Since our last Reunion, I defended my Ph.D. at
Cornell University and became an assistant professor
of biology at UW–Platteville, where I was recently
promoted to associate professor. My husband and I
purchased my family’s farm in Belmont, Wis., where
we live with our two children. Nichole (Cook) and
Barry Abbott live in Berlin, Wis. Nichole is a senior
quality assurance specialist at Milk Specialties
Global and pursuing a master’s in food safety online
from Michigan State University. Barry stays home
with their two sons. Jake Albert and his wife live in
Fitchburg, Wis., where they work at UW Hospital. They
have two children and are looking forward to seeing
everyone at Reunion! Melissa (Kozlik) Baraboo is a
certified genetic counselor and genetics coordinator
at Group Health Cooperative in Madison, Wis. She
has two children and lives in Stoughton, Wis. When
not caring for patients as a physician assistant
in vascular medicine at Aurora St. Luke’s Medical
Center, Reid Bowers enjoys gardening and cycling in
Milwaukee. His wife, Amy Haegele Bowers ’01, “has
her hands full” with their two children and preaching
at their local congregation. Recently married Chicago
resident Jenny Carney has had her side project,
the BIT Building Program, granted complimentary
membership into the Clinton Global Initiative,
bringing her sustainable building operation to a
broad audience. Erin Chudacoff resides in Appleton
with her husband, Josh Chudacoff ’99, and their
two kids. She is the director of donor engagement
at Lawrence. Vanessa Curtis and Andy Peterson
live in Iowa City, Iowa. Andy is a sports medicine
physician and cares for the Hawkeyes football and
wrestling teams as well as USA Wrestling. Vanessa is
a pediatric endocrinologist and directs the University
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of Iowa’s Pediatric Obesity Program.
Robyn Cutright is an associate professor of
anthropology at Centre College in Danville, Ky., where
she enjoys teaching at a small liberal arts college
and conducting archaeological research in Peru (and
in collaboration with Professor Peter Peregrine this
summer!). She and her husband live on an urban
farm with dogs, a cat, chickens and several beehives.
Katie (Wroblewski) Diop and her family have been
posted to Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, since 2013, where
Katie is serving as the embassy spokesperson and
press attaché for the U.S. Mission to Ethiopia. A
special highlight from this past year was meeting
President Barack Obama! Katie will soon transfer
to Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire, with her husband and two
children, where she will serve at the U.S. Embassy
as cultural attaché! Teresa Dunleavy moved with
her husband, Matt, and family to Nashville in 2015,
where Teresa began a new position as an assistant
professor of the practice of mathematics education
at Vanderbilt. Jessica Fogle recently moved to a
small Michigan town to reconnect with nature after a
singer and songwriter career in Chicago. Her recent
album, Catalysts, was nominated for Album of the
Year with WYCE Grand Rapids, and she was awarded
an Emerging Songwriter Residency with Crosshatch.
Ariela Freedman started her own consulting
business in 2014, MavenTree Consulting, working
with nonprofits and health care organizations.
She trains clients on skills related to program and
curriculum development, evaluation, health literacy
and cultural competency. Jesse Gilbert completed
work on his Ph.D. in 2008 and currently lives in
Colorado Springs, Colo. Abbey (Wakefield) and
Jason Hansen live in Evanston, Ill., where Abby
was recently appointed teacher trainer candidate
by the Suzuki Association of the Americas. Since
our last Reunion, James Hansen has married and
welcomed a son to his family. James has continued
at Schneider National, and recently has moved to
their logistics division. Jenny Kapelanski Haydysch
recently moved from the Chicago area to Virginia
Beach, Va., where her husband is stationed with the
U.S. Navy. She loves working with the Virginia Beach
Public Library and exploring the nature and history
of the Chesapeake Bay area. Alyssa Hendrickson
earned a master’s in special education. After
teaching in Tacoma, Wash., she moved with her
husband to Shanghai and Dar es Salaam, Tanzania,
where they welcomed their son. They currently
teach in Moscow, where she had an unexpected
opportunity to reminisce about Lawrence when she
found out her student’s dad, Tim Schmidt, worked
with international students at LU. Katie Humleker

LAWRENCE

57

Staff Sergeant William Samson ’03
joined “The President’s Own” U.S.
Marine Band as a tuba player
in February. Samson received
his Bachelor of Music in tuba
performance from Lawrence and
holds a master’s degree from
Rice University. He is pursuing
a doctorate at the University of
Houston.
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Knicely is in her ninth year of teaching U.S. history at
Flint Hill School in northern Virginia, where she lives
with her husband and two sons. Laura Knudson
and Jason Tennessen ’01 live in Bloomington, Ind.,
where Jason is an assistant professor in the biology
department and Laura is a family medicine doctor.
J.T. Maschman and his wife, Emily, are both middle
school teachers in the Seattle area, where they are
the proud parents of one son. Jenny McConaghy
currently leads digital product development for
Plenti, a multibrand loyalty program, in New York.
She recently married a graduate of Macalester
College, which has generated a friendly rivalry
between the newlyweds. Katie Moore is currently
teaching French at Tremper High School in Kenosha,
Wis. In June, she will be getting married and
relocating to the Milwaukee area.
Jim Moran currently lives in Richland, Wash., with
his wife and two daughters, where he is a scientist at
Pacific Northwest National Laboratory. Josh Nichols
has been running Unbound Technology for the last
decade, doing strategic IT consulting for nonprofit
organizations and small businesses in Washington,
D.C., and Chicago. He lives in Park Ridge, Ill., with his
wife and daughters, with whom he is looking forward
to sharing Lawrence at Reunion. Michael O’Brien
is currently working as an assistant professor of
ethnomusicology at the College of Charleston
(S.C.) and spending most summers in Argentina
for research. He is married with one daughter. Joan
Walby Olson operates a certified organic vegetable
farm in Litchfield, Minn., with her husband and two
children. Joan also earned a teaching license, taught
environmental education in Minnesota and California
and worked on several farms. She says, “My geology
degree from LU has repaid itself many times over.”
Monika Polewski recently earned her Ph.D. from
Irell and Manella Graduate School at City of Hope
and a certificate in bioscience management from
Keck Graduate Institute of Applied Life Sciences.
Monika works as a senior study director/scientist for
Western Preclinical in Pomona, Calif. Jeff Ramsey
has “been busy since our last Reunion,” as he and
his wife have expanded their family to four. He also
recently earned his Ph.D. from Marquette and is
currently working in the academic advising office
for Herzing University and as an adjunct instructor
at Herzing and Bryant and Stratton College in
Milwaukee. Tyler and Beth (Schneider) Ratajczak
are in Beth’s hometown (Beaver Dam, Wis.), where
Beth is now in her 10th year of teaching, serving
as the chair of the science department at her
alma mater, Wayland Academy. Tyler recently left a
13-year career with Thrivent Financial to join the
advancement staff at Wayland Academy as their
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“The President’s Own” performs
across the country with the Marine
Band, Marine Chamber Orchestra
and Marine Chamber Ensembles.

Members of the Class of 1917 at their 50th Reunion, June 1967. Left to right: Kathryn Richardson Chandler,
Gladys Jones, Earl Berry and Barbara Kamps.

Left to right: Marcia Glidden Parker ’66, Jane Nelson Azzi ’66, Deanna Davis
Erlandson ’66 and Eileen Paulson Johnson M-D’66 at the 2015 Reunion.

leadership gift officer. Mindy Rueden recently joined
the staff of the Maria Kaupas Center as executive
director after serving in the same role with the Br.
David Darst Center, a social justice education center,
for 10 years. She lives in Chicago with her partner.

and works at a sporting goods store, where he
has helped mid-level celebrities, including Corbin
Bernsen and “The Noxzema Girl.”

Jessica Seaberg Seidlitz lives with her husband
and two children in Savage, Minn. After 15 years
in marketing, Jess made a major career shift and
got her real estate license. Titus Seilheimer and
his wife, Amy Fettes ’99, and two sons are in
Manitowoc, Wis., where Titus is working for the
Wisconsin Sea Grant. His work is focused on Great
Lakes fisheries and food webs, and he has worked
with commercial, charter and recreational aspects
of fisheries. Mark Smrecek is working as a senior
consulting actuary for Willis Towers Watson in
Chicago and enjoying life with his partner and their
two daughters. Justin Staker lives with his new wife
in Minneapolis, where he recently left his longtime
career in physical therapy to pursue graduate school.
He is working toward a Ph.D. in rehabilitation science
at the University of Minnesota. Jenny Gilge Tarap
lives in Napa, Calif., and has worked for the Napa
Valley Unified School district teaching seventh grade
science for the last 13 years. She and her husband
have two sons. After “a few blessed short years of
staying home” raising her two girls, Jaimee (Tsim)
Tassio re-entered the work force full time as a police
officer. She lives in the Bay Area, where her family
will soon be welcoming another child. Vicki (Annen)
and Kurt Taylor ’99 relocated to Madison, Wis.,
in 2014, where they built a house. Vicki works as
an elder law paralegal at Annen Roetter, LLC and
spends her spare time taking walks with their dog.
Sarah Thimm lives in Minden, Germany, where she
and her husband have “two wonderful children.” She
has been able to put her LU teaching degree (and
subsequent master’s in early childhood education)

to good use as the franchise owner of a small
English school called the Mortimer English Club.
Kay Gillespie Valdes has worked as a bilingual
(Spanish/English) probation and parole agent for
the state of Wisconsin since 2002. She and her new
husband blended families in 2008 and welcomed
a baby girl together in 2012. Jennifer Gilchrist
Walker and her husband had a 2-week-old baby
and were living in North Carolina for our 10-year
Reunion and are excited that it “will be so much
easier to attend Reunion this time around!” In
2012, Jenny started a new position at UW–Madison
as an outreach specialist, supporting local active
transportation and healthy community initiatives.
Since graduating from Duke Law, Megan Walsh
clerked for Judge Diana Murphy of the Eighth Circuit
Court of Appeals, spent a year as an attorney for the
Republic of Palau’s House of Delegates and worked
in private practice for eight years doing securities
litigation. She recently started work full time on gun
violence prevention for Everytown for Gun Safety. She
lives in Minneapolis with her husband and daughter,
and they are expecting in June. Stephanie WebsterCheng lives in Columbus, Ohio, with her three
children and husband. She works at Nationwide
Children’s Hospital in clinical research and teaches
Mandarin to her kids and their classmates. Amy
Schmitting and Tony White live in Wauwatosa, Wis.,
with their two children. Amy recently shifted careers
from pediatric clinical genetic counselor to telework
laboratory genetic counselor for the Biochemical
Genetics Laboratory at Mayo Clinic. Tony continues
as a prosecutor in the Milwaukee County District
Attorney Office, where he has served as an assistant
district attorney for the past 11 years. Terra Winston
lives in Chicago, where she works for CPT doing
international human rights work. Evan Wyse lives
in West Hollywood, Calif., just off “The Sunset Strip,”

’01
Compiled and submitted by Lyndsay Sund
I am beginning my fifth year in Chile with my Chilean
husband, Marcelo, and our 2-year-old bundle of
energy, Amaya. I teach English and edit for people
on occasion, but mostly spend time at home with
my daughter. I’m working on making it back for
Reunion in June! Jamie Lemerand Bartels and
her husband, Ned, have two children (Jacob, 7, and
Reagan, 1), and live in the Fox Valley, where Jamie
works at Fox Valley Hematology and Oncology as a
medical assistant. Julie Kostuch Baskinger lives
in Sun Prairie, Wis., with her husband, Sam, and
adopted son, Chase. She serves as director of group
programs at Prairie Music & Arts and directs the
honors program for pianists. She was instrumental
in bringing renowned pedagogue Marvin Blickenstaff
to the school for a master class and recital. Eli J.
Corin recently moved with his family to the Kingdom
of Bahrain, where he started a new position as
assistant counsel for Fleet Logistics Center Bahrain,
a Navy organization responsible for providing
logistics supplies and services for the Fifth Fleet
and other Navy and Marine Corps activities based in
the Middle East. Paul M. Hurley has been working
as a professional stage actor all over the country
for the past 14 years. He has recently shifted gears
in life and moved to Mobile, Ala., where he is now
an assistant professor of acting and voice at the
University of South Alabama. Sarah E. Kelly is busy
out in Massachusetts, where in 2010 she started the
Worcester Music Academy and is serving as chair of

the board for the Worcester Youth Orchestras. She
comments that she had so much fun at the 10-year
Reunion that she is doing her best to try to make
it this year. Janine S. Slaga Larsen is another of
our expat classmates, in her second year teaching
music at the United World College of South East
Asia, an international school in Singapore. Next year
she will head Primary Musci and create an exciting
new program for early childhood music. Check our
her education blog at janinesmusicroom.com. Her
husband, Anders, stays at home with their younger
son and manages to fit in some freelance graphic
design work.
Peter Levi and Andrea Ward ’02 recently moved
to Des Moines, Iowa, with their 5-month-old
daughter, Phoebe. Peter just started as an assistant
professor of environmental science and policy
at Drake University, and Andrea is a high school
teacher in English and history. Dominique P. Martin
and Monica K. Blacconeri ’02 are incredulous
that we’re all headed back to campus for our
15th Reunion. They are both looking forward to
seeing everyone again. Last year was a busy one:
Dominique returned to the middle school music
classroom full time in Evanston, Ill., in the same
school district as Monica. They welcomed their
daughter Margaret “Maisie” Lee Martin in November,
making Thanksgiving a real event! Our very own class
vice president, Sarah E. Morris, writes that she and
her husband, Aleksander Medved, have two lovely
children: Alistair (6) and Millicent (3). They live in
Shoreview, Minn. She is still showcasing that lovely
voice, dividing time between at-home parent fun,
writing songs and performing roughly 65 shows a year.
Her newly released album, Ordinary Things, got some
good radio play and press in the Twin Cities. She
still does her LU vocal warmups before every show!
Katy Roll Schroeder and her husband, Travis, are
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in the Appleton area, where Katy continues teaching
alternative education at Green Bay East High School.
She and Travis welcomed their third child, Stella, in
November to join the crazy twinions, Jack and Patrick,
who will be 3 in April. Jessica Anderson Zeuske
and her husband, Scott, are living in Iron Mountain,
Mich., with their 8- and 2-year-old daughters.
She stays at home with the kids but keeps busy
volunteering and supporting her daughters in their
school and sports activities. She has also started
a small business doing custom chalkboard art for
weddings and local businesses.

’02
Compiled and submitted by Christopher Anderson
I live in Evanston, Ill., with my hilarious wife, Joyce,
and our three little boys (Henry, 7; James, 5; Gus,
2). I’m an attorney at Kraft Heinz (with aspirations
to eventually drive the Weinermobile). Joyce works a
billion jobs at our local high school and keeps me in
line. Visca Packers! Shannon L. Buchda is enjoying
her sixth year working full-time in the entertainment
department of the Minnesota State Fair. Two projects
she oversees are a literacy area for families and
children called the Alphabet Forest and a pop-up
performing arts program called Arts A’Fair. She lives
in St. Paul, Minn., with her fiance, Grant, three cats,
two puppies and two colonies of honeybees. Sandra
Blick Buchheister recently moved to the northern
coast of California with her husband, Andre, and
children Luciana (6) and Teo (4). Andre is a professor
at Humboldt State University, while Sandra has her
clinical doctorate in physical therapy and owns a
small PT clinic in Maryland, with a second location
opening in California. Timothy A. Burnside is still
in Washington, D.C., at the Smithsonian (going on
13 years!). Tim has been with the National Museum
of African American History and Culture for seven
years—you seriously need to come check it out!
Tim got an master’s in museum studies from Johns
Hopkins. She tried out bangs (didn’t last) and loves
being an aunt to her sister’s three crazy kids.
Dave Cherner and his wife, Amy, live in the Twin
Cities with two boys (Eli, 3, and Avi, 2). He is the
chief compliance officer of the Northland Group and
has a goatee that would make Tom Selleck jealous.
Amy Jo is turning a local middle school into a better
version of Glee’s McKinley High School. Abby Coyne
Diller moved to Washington, D.C., in April 2014 with
her husband, Matt Diller. She works at the National
Cathedral School for Girls as a major gifts officer.
Matt works for the U.S. House of Representatives
as senior legislative assistant in the office of Rep.
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The Lawrence University Alumni Association will honor five
alumni at this year’s Reunion. The 2016 award recipients are:
Lucia Russell Briggs Distinguished Achievement Award
Nancy J. Mattson ’76
Nathan M. Pusey Young Alumni Distinguished Achievement Award
Curien J. Kurrien ’01
George B. Walter ’36 Service to Society Award
Timothy A. Burnside ’02
Gertrude Breithaupt Jupp M-D’18 Outstanding Service Award
William O. Hochkammer ’66
Betty Heistad Barrett M-D’55

Robert Dold of Illinois. They live in the Cathedral
Heights neighborhood of D.C. with their puppy, Nellie.
Jessa Dukelow works with fellow alumnus Erin
Oliver Velasco ’99 doing awesome stuff. She is a
gym rat and could kickbox you in the face. Jessa
is really excited to see everyone for Reunion! Josh
Dukelow ran for mayor of Appleton. In the debates,
he failed to credit his service as the 2002 class
president as a qualification. Jenn Reuter French is
a recovering lawyer who is now pursuing her dream
career in fashion as a personal stylist and director
of business development for W by Worth, a luxury
fashion company based in New York. Jenn sings
with several local choral groups and volunteers as
the advisory team chairman for the Delta Gamma
chapter at San Diego State University.
Nathan S. Heffel and William Burrow ’00 live in
Denver. Nate is a journalist with Colorado Public
Radio and co-host of the station’s flagship news
magazine, Colorado Matters. His work has been
recognized by the Associated Press and others.
When not on the air, you’ll find Nate and William
in the mountains around Colorado hiking with their
two dogs, Pepper and Delta. Daniel Hurley married
Brian in 2014 and earlier this year welcomed their
adorable daughter, Amelliana. Margaret Brenner
Jacot is living in the Twin Cities and working at the
Minnesota Attorney General’s Office as an assistant
attorney general. Margaret and Logan Jacot ’00
have two little girls, ages 2 and 6, as well as pet cats
and rabbits. Carly Kreuziger Konecny became a
nurse this year! She’s hoping to transfer her position
as a medical assistant at Froedtert Hospital to a
nursing position. Her son starts a dual language
program next fall, so there will be no shortage of
learning! Beth Achille Lambert is the visual and
performing arts specialist at the Maine Department
of Education. She lives in Fairfield, Maine, with her
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husband, Greg, son Dante (11) and daughter Paige (5).
Brian C. Lambert and Meghan O’Connor ’05 welcomed
their daughter, Ellison Charlotte Lambert, in June
2015. Since LU, Evan J. Morgan has remodeled
houses in Baton Rouge, La., gotten a Ph.D. in math
(Louisiana State University, 2009) and taught
math and stats at Penn State. He is now a health
actuary for a consulting firm in Denver. He and his
wife, Sarah, have two kids (Iris, 3, and Sibyl, 1).
Wellington “Phil” and Dahlia Wallace Phillips ’04
moved to Prattville, Ala., in June 2014 for a new
military assignment at Maxwell Air Force Base. He is
assigned as an instructor at the Air Command and
Staff College, currently focused on the operations
for distance learning education program that covers
more than 24,000 students worldwide. Dahlia works
for DaVita, a leading kidney care provider, as a
coordinator of their chronic kidney disease education
program for two divisions. They have two kids:
Danica (1) and Wellington III “Duke” (3).
Al Reiser and Erin Pryor Ackerman ’03 live in
Laramie, Wyo. Al works for the University of Wyoming
athletic department, while Erin works for the
Wyoming Humanities Council. That means they get
paid to go to basketball games and interesting talks,
and in their free time, they get to play in the beautiful
Wyoming wilderness. Stephen M. Rodriguez lives
with wife, Lori Ioannone, and son Aidan in Newton,
Mass. Lori works at Tufts University in student affairs,
and Stephen is in resource development at an
independent school in Andover, Mass. David Scott
loves being a husband to Allie and father to Sally
(born on David’s birthday in 2014!). While currently
serving as Pieper Chair of Servant Leadership and
assistant professor of religion at Ripon College, David
is about to embark on a new endeavor as director
of mission theology of the General Board of Global
Ministries of The United Methodist Church. David

will start the new job in Atlanta at the beginning
of July. Derek and Suzanne Thuecks moved to
Chestertown, Md., in June 2015 for new positions at
Washington College. Derek is a tenure-track assistant
professor of physics, while Suzanne is teaching
biology labs and serving as lab coordinator for the
introductory biology sequence. They love being part
of the community at a small liberal arts college
that reminds them of LU (although Maryland is no
Wisconsin!).
Audrey R. Vandeyacht is a Spanish teacher in Green
Bay, Wis., where she’s been been teaching since
2003. She’s taught everything from seventh grade to
AP Spanish language and culture. Her students have
a 95 percent pass rate on the AP exam. She’s been
married to Al for five years; they have a 14-year-old
stepdaughter, Meghan, a 4-year-old son, Ian, and a
19-month-old little girl, Nadia and a dog, Munchkin.
Alicia M. Waite is in her eighth season playing horn
with the Oregon Symphony. During the summer, she
plays with the Oregon Bach Festival; last summer,
she had the wonderful experience of filling in with
the San Francisco Symphony on their eight-city
European tour. After boondoggles at the LU London
Center and DePaul (where he got a Ph.D. in clinical
psychology), Rob Westerholm met his fiance (and
girl of his dreams), Monica. They relocated to New
York—Monica to attend Parsons School of Design
and Rob to get “doctor” education at the Columbia
University Medical Center. Since then, Rob has
segued into full-time employment as a a clinical
psychologist at the Metropolitan Center for Cognitive
Behavior Therapy. Beth A. Zinsli convinced her
husband, Brian, to move back to campus. Beth is
director and curator of the Wriston Art Galleries and
adjunct assistant professor of art history.

Zoie Reams ’14 sung her way to an opportunity
to study and perform with the Houston Grand
Opera. Reams, who is pursuing a Master of
Music in opera at Louisiana State University’s
School of Music, took second place—out of
more than 600 aspiring singers from across
the country—in this year’s HGO Studio Young
Artist Program contest. During a two-to-threeyear residency, Reams will receive customized
training and perform in main-stage productions
and other venues.
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Victoria Miller Rakowski has encountered many
adventures and has recently begun raising bees and
selling honey on her family’s three acres of central
Wisconsin sand. She is busy being a mom and still
is making maple syrup with the in-laws. Keegan J.
White has much to be proud of, including being the
assistant director of admissions for Western Michigan
University, pursuing a master’s degree in educational
technology, tackling a faculty instructor (saxophone)
position with the DePaul University Community Music
Division and—best of all—an engagement this past
December! Last, but definitely not least, Emily A.
Zalewski is living in North Carolina with her husband
and two beautiful daughters, teaching high school
science. The excitement around our 10-year Reunion
is evident. Please come and share in the fun!

“As one of America’s premier opera houses, to
continue my training with HGO Studio is a dream
come true!” says Reams, who performed her
first full-length opera (as Mum in Britten’s Albert
Herring) while at Lawrence. “Opera has enriched
my life so deeply that I hope to share my love of
opera and truly affect an audience with my voice.”

’06
Compiled and submitted by Carmen Jeglum Klassy
Everyone who contributed to our Class Notes is
excited to rejoin fellow classmates and relive fond
memories at Lawrence in June. June will also mark
10 years in education for me: eight as a teacher
and two as a principal! Kolade O. Agbaje-Williams
is excited to bring his wife and daughter to share
in the memories made at Lawrence, especially in
Alexander Gym with the track team. Hannah F.
Bergren is planning to graduate from Montana State
University this spring, defending her thesis entitled
Abstract Tiling Actions, Expansiveness, and Local
Structure. Daniel Casner, living in the San Francisco
Bay Area with his wife, Miranda Munro ’05, enjoys
working on robots and exploring the world with their
two children. Casey J. Cooper-Fenske has worked
several places, primarily at Hino Motors, Ltd. in Tokyo
(Toyota Group) on global accounts and hybrid truck
projects. She was the first and only American in a
company of 25,000! She looks forward to sharing
memories made during her traditional weddings in
both Tokyo and Ohio.
James D. DeCaro is living in Stillwater, Minn., with
his wife, Stacy Anderson DeCaro ’04 and their
three kids (with one on the way). He still had time
to win Christopher Bill’s Trombone Composition
Competition with a piece for double trombone
quartet called Stereos. Benjamin J. Dictus will
be in Appleton two weeks before Reunion to start
the celebration, so come and join him! He plans
to finish up his first year in a doctoral program for
higher education at North Carolina State University
right before the fun begins. After finishing his thesis
entitled Dusty Lyman-alpha Emitters as seen by
Spitzer, Kyle A. Dolan now works in Minneapolis
ensuring that patents are truly novel inventions.

Megan Meyerhofer Fitzsimmons and Kevin
M. Fitzsimmons live in Appleton with their three
children, while working and helping people with their
health and wellness goals. James B. Hall is living
with his wife in New York, recording with Postmodern
Jukebox, the Williamsburg Salsa Orchestra, his own
quintet, Lattice, and managing a public school
outreach program at Third Street Music School in
lower Manhattan. Lauren Roznowski Hayden is
currently the director of learning for K–12 music for
the Kettle Moraine School District, living with her
husband and daughter in Wauwatosa, Wis.
Dr. David J. Hein is living and working in Manhattan,
focusing on maternal and reproductive mental
health. He is also continuing his advanced training
with the Training Institute of Contemporary Freudian
Society. Kayla M. Johnson “found an awesome
job working as a facility manager for a women
and children’s drug/alcohol rehabilitation center.”
She is excited to have gotten married and given
birth to George Edward Thomas III “G3.” Danielle
M. Lythjohan is the assistant administrative
program specialist managing data at the Institute
for Research on Poverty at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison. Peter A. Maldonado and
Sarah Mohrmann Maldonado ’08 look forward
to sharing stories about their son, Oliver Lee, and
Maggie the corgi. Laura K. Muller completed her
first Ironman Triathlon and will become a licensed
massage therapist in May. Peter M. Nore and Arhia
Kohlmoos are living and working in Boston after
both completing their master’s degrees.
Lou E. Perella is living and working the restaurant
life with his wife, Laura. He is also a recent recipient
of a continuing education grant from the Ment’or
BKB Foundation which will allow him to travel to
Melbourne, Australia, later this year to work as an
intern at Attica, the No. 32 restaurant in the world.

’15
Christopher N. Acy is currently working on a Ph.D.
in ecology at the University of Oklahoma. He is
excited to announce that he and Caitlynn Winkler
got engaged in July 2015 and will be getting married
this year! Anna L. Bolgrien is working on a master’s
degree in demography and social analysis at the
University of California, Irvine. Lucy V. Bouman is
living and working in Chicago for the moment. At the
end of August, she will be moving to Germany to be
an au pair for a year and couldn’t be more excited!
She is hopeful that her two years of German classes
at Lawrence will help make the transition relatively
painless! Jonathan A. Fagan is pursuing a master’s
degree in jazz piano at the Eastman School of Music
in Rochester, N.Y. He writes, “Lawrence gave me
a well-roundedness that I think is unique around
here, as everyone is pretty specialized from the first
days of their freshman year. My experiences with
Fred Sturm, José Encarnación and Bill Carrothers
in Lawrence’s jazz program are frequent topics of
conversations, as everyone looks up to them as
giants around here.”
Linnea Garcia moved to Chicago and is working as
a nanny and at a local animal shelter. She is also
working on her second novel, which she hopes to
have finished by the spring. The Kaukauna Public
Library invited her to speak in April at the Fox
Cities Book Festival. Najja R. Gay is now in Japan,
living near Tokyo teaching English to high school
students. Living in a new country for longer than a
vacation has certainly opened her mind and heart
to the world. She writes, “LU taught me to have a
positive, optimistic mindset that I use every day
and I am enjoying every moment of my time here.
If I were able to come back to LU for the 1-year
Reunion, I would head straight for Steitz Hall and
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LAWRENTIANS: THE FUTURE
OF THE FOX CITIES
Lawrentians leave campus not only
prepared to excel professionally, but
to improve the world around them.
So it’s no surprise when they draw
recognition for their efforts. Four
Lawrence alumni made the 2016
Future 15 list, a collaboration
between the Appleton Post-Crescent
and Pulse Young Professionals
Network that honors young Fox Cities
residents who stand out in their
careers and in community service.
• J amie Cartwright ’14, marketing
manager, Weidert Group
•C
 arolyn Desrosiers ’10, steward
of annual giving, Goodwill Industries
of North Central Wisconsin
• J ennifer Dieter ’03, community
relations director, Homeless
Connections
• J osh Dukelow ’02, key account
manager, Fox Valley Technical
College, and member of the city
of Appleton’s Plan Commission

ALUMNUS RECEIVES GUGGENHEIM
Robert Spoo ’79 is a professor in the
University of Tulsa College of Law.
But he received a 2016 Guggenheim
Fellowship in the humanities category,
specifically in the field of English
literature.
Spoo majored in English as an
undergraduate at Lawrence and
was an English professor earlier in
his academic career. He now teaches
and researches the connections
among law, literature and intellectual
property.
Spoo plans to use his Guggenheim
Fellowship to complete a book titled
Modernism and the Law. He is among
175 Guggenheim Fellows chosen this
year from nearly 3,000 applicants.
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Attendees at Reunion banquet in Alexander Gym, June 1960

Reunion Convocation 2015

then Sankofa to relive old memories.” Sarah A.
Gunby lives in Seattle and attends the University
of Washington School of Medicine. She’s enjoying
being closer to family and friends in the Pacific
Northwest but also misses her LU friends and the
school community. Bethany E. Hoster is working on
her master’s degree in fisheries biology at Eastern
Illinois University. Her thesis research is focused on
studying the feminization of several fish species due
to municipal and industrial wastewater treatment
effluent.

BIRTHS AND ADOPTIONS

DECEASED ALUMNI

Steven A. Houghton ’91 and Kaoru, Piermont, N.Y.,
a daughter, Hanna Kera, Feb. 22, 2016

Mary Norcross Macintosh ’37, Wylie, Texas,
June 2, 2014

Patricia Toledo ’97 and Robert M. Seiser ’96,
Schaumburg, Ill., a daughter, Winnifred Monin,
June 25, 2015

Eileen Bush Singler ’37, Madison, Wis.,
Jan. 24, 2016

Graham H. Jones is in his first year at Washington
University School of Medicine in St. Louis, where
he is in an occupational therapy master’s program.
Graham has recently joined a research lab that
looks at rehabilitation through a virtual reality
gaming interface. He’s enjoying living in St. Louis
very much (especially the warmer weather), but still
misses Lawrence and the VR! Aubrey C. Lawlor
writes, “It’s amazing how quickly time has flown by.
As the Class of 2015, we’re already moving into
our goals for 2016.” She’s enjoyed following peers
on social media and staying in touch with friends
as they embarked on their own paths of “life after
Lawrence.” Audrey has begun life in the beautiful
city of Seattle, spent time traveling and doing
research in Asia and is working toward becoming
a nurse practitioner and midwife. Though she does
not miss the winters, she misses the friendly faces
and nights spent discussing politics or Plato in the
VR. Clee S. McCracken writes, “Life after Lawrence
has been really exciting! I moved to Chicago and
there are incredible clocks everywhere! I feel like I
fall in love with a new clock, hourglass or sundial
nearly every day. Still, when I come back to my
apartment at night I see the 34 posters I collected
from LU featuring the clock outside Main Hall and
I know that at least some part of me will always be
in love with that iconic LU clock.” Kayla A. Storm

is currently living in the Twin Cities, completing a
year of service as an AmeriCorps VISTA serving as
the housing coordinator at the Dakota County Jail.
It has been a challenging but rewarding experience
for her. Her love for volunteerism that blossomed at
LU has definitely flourished into a passion this year,
and she’s grateful for the personal and professional
growth she has already experienced post-Lawrence.
Kayla often misses the safety and security of LU
and constantly being surrounded by friends, but it’s
amazing to maintain friendships with people doing
amazing things all over the world. Kayla concludes,
“Also, shout out to the VR. Miss you.”

Sara Racine Vandenbush ’00 and Terry, Milwaukee,
a son, Magnus Terrence, Sept. 25, 2015
Dominique P. Martin ’01 and Monica K.
Blacconeri ’02, Chicago, a daughter, Margaret Lee,
Nov. 21, 2015

Marian Limberg Thorman ’38, Punta Gorda, Fla.,
Dec. 14, 2015
Evan M. Vande Walle ’38, San Diego, Nov. 7, 2015.
Survivors include a sister, Olive Vande Wall Cast ’39.
Ruth Steuber Roman M-D’40, Greenfield, Wis.,
Jan. 4, 2016

MARRIAGES AND UNIONS

Mandy C. Halpin ’03 and David P. Marin,
San Francisco, a son, Caleb Marin, May 6, 2015

Charles F. Hunter ’83 and Ramadan Caysever,
Dec. 26, 2014

Timothy W. Schmidt ’03 and Molly, Greenfield, Wis.,
a son, William Constantine, Jan. 26, 2016

Barbara Andersen Karvelot ’93 and
Jason Karvelot, Berkeley, Calif., May 31, 2014

Anna M. Akerstedt ’04 and Matt Miley, Stockholm,
a son, Torbjorn Erik, Dec. 12, 2015

Ingeborg Wallner Smith M-D’42, La Grange Park,
Ill., March 10, 2016. Survivors include a sister,
Hildegard Wallner Blackwell M-D’40.

Theresa Ragsdale Orozco ’06 and
Daniel Orozco Gonzalez, Newark, Calif., July 5, 2015

Anne Hyde Crites ’04 and Will, Springfield, Mo.,
a daughter, Ellyson Anne, Nov. 9, 2015

Richard M. Elias ’43, North Oaks, Minn., March 6,
2016. Survivors include a daughter, Karen G. Elias ’75.

Taylor R. Pamperin ’07 and Christopher Maury,
Milwaukee, Sept. 20, 2014

Tiffany Pannier Hortin ’04 and Scott, Salt Lake City,
a son, Aaron Scott, Dec. 29, 2014

Dorothy Hohenadel Pile ’43, Masonic Home, Ky.,
March 24, 2016

Heather Watson Siroky ’09 and
Jason P. Siroky ’08, Portage, Ind., Aug. 29, 2015

Tracy Bos Buck ’05 and Matthew, Neenah, Wis.,
a son, William Fredrick Bernard, Jan. 25, 2016

Rose Sakemi Itano M-D’44, Honolulu,
Feb. 19, 2016

Erin M. Fredrick ’12 and Phillip C. Conklin ’12,
Nashville, Tenn., March 6, 2016

Peter T. Gillette ’05 and Lizabeth Huey, Chicago,
a son, Jack Gibson, Jan. 20, 2016

Nancy Carrier Christy M-D’45, Roswell, N.M.,
Jan. 7, 2016

Kathleen Rowland Van Zeeland ’14 and
Brandon D. Van Zeeland ’13, Menomonee Falls,
Wis., Aug. 29, 2015

Meghan C. O’Connor ’05 and Brian C. Lambert ’02,
Milwaukee, a daughter, Charlotte Ellison, June 1, 2015

Esther McGurer Norbut M-D’45, La Crescenta,
Calif., Nov. 18, 2015

Kayla M. Johnson ’06 and George Thomas, Cape
Girardeau, Mo., a son, George Edward, Nov. 24, 2015

Robert L. Tibbetts ’45, Eau Claire, Wis., Jan. 17,
2016. Survivors include his wife, Marguerite Brown
Tibbetts ’44; a niece, Jennifer Bodamer Evans ’78;
and a daughter, Pamela L. Tibbetts ’71.

Jennifer Nummerdor Kaczanowski ’06 and Ryan,
Scottsdale, Ariz., a son, Henry Archer, Oct. 24, 2015
Claire Thompson-Vieira Garber ’06 and Samuel
J. Nelson Garber ’03, Minneapolis, a son, Theo
Timothy, June 13, 2014
Rebecca Young Cassel ’07 and Trevor, Clive, Iowa,
a son, William Cassel, April 29, 2015

Duane D. Schumaker ’42, West Bend, Wis., Aug. 18,
2015. Survivors include a cousin, Vivian Schumaker
Iverson ’50.

Margot Warch, who served as
Lawrence’s “first lady” for 25 years
as the wife of former President Rik
Warch, died peacefully in her sleep
April 17 at the home of her son,
David, in St. Paul, Minn. Margot, who
lived in Ellison Bay, Wis., celebrated
her 77th birthday April 12.
A soft-spoken woman of exceptional
grace and charm, Margot had a
deep love for all things Lawrence
and proudly wore a necklace with
an “L” as a symbol of her affection
for the institution. She also had
great passion for Björklunden. She
maintained her love of lifelong
learning in retirement, taking at least
one Björklunden seminar, and often
more than one, every summer.
A high school English teacher in
New York and Connecticut before
relocating to Appleton, Margot was
deeply engaged with local reading
and literacy programs.
At the 2004 Commencement,
Margot was recognized with a
surprise honorary master’s degree
ad eundem. Memorials in Margot’s
honor can be directed to the Warch
Family Scholarship Fund in care of
Lawrence University, 711 E. Boldt
Way, Appleton, WI 54911.

Rose Ann Gmeiner Bleier ’47, Appleton, Wis.,
Feb. 11, 2016. Survivors include a niece,
Barbara Gmeiner Fach ’70; and a granddaughter,
Hannah K. Bleier ’14.
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Mary Ritter Lindsay ’47, Mequon, Wis.,
Feb. 7, 2016. Survivors include a sister,
Elizabeth Ritter Christian ’54.
George H. Lucht ’47, Wilmington, N.C.,
Nov. 23, 2015
Shirley Pitts Edwards ’48, Goshen, Ind.,
Jan. 30, 2016
Carol Peterson Olson M-D’48, Seattle,
Feb. 3, 2016
James D. Richards ’48, Roseville, Minn.,
Feb. 20, 2016. Survivors include his wife,
Betty Van Horne Richards ’48; and a cousin,
Jean Friskey Edgerton ’49.
Greta Peterson Jones ’49, Arlington Heights, Ill.,
Oct. 24, 2015
Shirley Glaubitz Thornberry M-D’49, Germantown,
Wis., Dec. 19, 2015
Ralph E. Meyer ’50, Palos Park, Ill., July 15, 2015
Jean Radtke Peotter ’50, Ellsworth, Maine,
Nov. 28, 2015

Robert M. Wheeler ’53, Sun City West, Ariz.,
Feb. 21, 2016
Nancy Nash Weaver ’54, Columbia, Mo.,
Dec. 6, 2015

Pamela Siefert Holicek M-D’64, Feb. 13, 2016
John A. Schwartzburg ’64, St. George, Maine,
Feb. 1, 2016

Max L. Richter ’55, Twin Lakes, Wis., Sept. 1, 2014

John L. Herr ’65, Appleton, Wis., Jan. 24, 2016.
Survivors include a brother, Charles R. Herr ’68.

Ruth Heuman M-D’56, Miami Beach, Fla.,
Aug. 20, 2014

Gunther G. Hoos ’66, Lunenburg, Mass.,
Dec. 29, 2015

James J. Smullen ’56, Fort Myers, Fla., Feb. 4, 2016

Frederick W. Pringle ’66, Arcadia, Mich.,
January 26, 2016

Janice Sawall Curl ’57, Lakewood Ranch, Fla.,
Aug. 28, 2015
Valerie Kolb Garrett ’57, Prescott, Ariz.,
March 1, 2016
Marguerite Landis Saecker ’57, Madison, Wis.,
Jan. 4, 2016. Survivors include a niece, Sandra
P. Landis ’89; a niece, Sally Landis Springer ’86;
a nephew, John R. Landis ’84; a brother, John R.
Landis ’53; and a daughter, Ruth M. Saecker ’85.
Karen Rydin Collins ’58, Feb. 8, 2016

Jan Ferry Alexander ’67, Ashland, Ore., Feb. 26,
2016. Survivors include a son, Steven E. Coventry ’92;
and a daughter, Anne Woodbridge Coventry ’95.
Diane Banthin Wessel ’67, Addison, Ill.,
Jan. 18, 2016
Susan Grande Whilden ’67, Lake Helen, Fla.,
Feb. 16, 2016
Elizabeth L. Martin ’69, Feb. 29, 2016
David E. Spear ’70, Green Bay, Wis., Jan. 27, 2016

Eleanor Senn Heinrich M-D’51, Tuscaloosa, Ala.,
Jan. 26, 2016

Esther Whitmore Craig ’58, Gloucester, Mass.,
Feb. 3, 2016. Survivors include a nephew,
James A. Cronmiller ’83; and a niece, Elizabeth
Cronmiller Bruflat ’94.

Janet Kinkema Moor M-D’51, Fairfield, Calif.,
Feb. 19, 2016

Irene M. Barbeau ’59, Chevy Chase, Md.,
Jan. 2, 2016

James E. Reich ’76, Rhinelander, Wis., Jan. 3, 2016

Virginia O’Rourke Morris ’51, Ypsilanti, Mich.,
Jan. 3, 2016

Wayne W. Kronquist ’59, White Plains, N.Y.,
March 21, 2016

Paul Aiken ’81, New York, Feb. 1, 2016

Dorothy Beltz Thompson ’51, Neenah, Wis.,
March 15, 2016. Survivors include her husband,
William R. Thompson ’50.

Betty B. Payne M-D’60, Fond du Lac, Wis.,
Dec. 11, 2015

Sally Kelley Harper ’52, Westwood, Mass.,
Jan. 28, 2016. Survivors include a son, James L.
Harper ’83; and a daughter-in-law, Donna Gresser
Harper ’83.
Mary Miller Jedamus ’52, Boulder, Colo.,
Jan. 28, 2016
Janet Beyer Nobiling M-D’52, Boerne, Texas,
Nov. 20, 2015
Valeria Schoofs Farrand ’53, Moraga, Calif.,
Dec. 2, 2015
Joan English Kiersey ’53, Durham, N.C.,
Jan. 19, 2016

Lois Bachmann Polzin ’60, Wheaton, Ill.,
March 15, 2016. Survivors include her husband,
Robert R. Polzin ’60; and a sister-in-law, Dorothy Polzin
Staley ’63.
Jane Jobes Jackson ’61, Niceville, Fla.,
Feb. 8, 2016
Robert L. Smith ’61, Marshall, Wis.,
March 10, 2016
Robert A. Andersen ’62, Glenview, Ill., Nov. 28,
2015. Survivors include his wife, Ann Peterson
Andersen ’63; a niece, Laura J. Andersen ’96; a
nephew, Frederick J. Andersen ’93; a sister, Mary
Karen Andersen-Moore ’58; a brother-in-law, Arthur
R. Peterson ’70; a sister, Sheila Andersen Leatham ’59;
a brother, Jon R. Andersen ’68; and a brother, John
W. Andersen ’60.

Paul A. Gubbels ’75, Appleton, Wis., Dec. 13, 2015.
Survivors include a son, Jason P. Gubbels ’00.
Timothy A. Black ’76, Chicago, Dec. 31, 2015
Jonathan M. Nichol ’79, Milwaukee, Dec. 27, 2015
James R. McBride ’82, Loyal, Wis., March 8, 2016.
Survivors include his mother, Challoner Morse
Brown ’63; an aunt, Jocelyn Morse Doden ’65;
a brother, J. Kevin McBride ’85; and a daughter,
Tierney L. McBride ’13.
Katherine A. Hansen ’02, Duluth, Minn.,
March 2, 2016

IN MEMORIAM—FRIENDS
Henry C. Mills, Appleton, Wis., Jan. 14, 2015

If you’re in search of a unique adventure that combines relaxation with education, Björklunden has just what
you’re looking for. The Björklunden seminar program provides an opportunity for you to spend a week at the
lodge attending an engaging and thought-provoking class in the mornings while giving you ample time to
explore beautiful Door County in the afternoons. We like to call it a “vacation with a focus”—and hope you’ll
consider joining us at Lawrence’s northern campus this summer or fall to experience it for yourself!
To register, call 920-839-2216 or visit
lawrence.edu/s/bjorklunden/bjorkseminars/register.
July 17–22
East and West: Renaissance and Islamic Art in Dialogue | Ben Tilghman ’99, assistant professor
of art history at Lawrence, and Ryan Gregg, assistant professor of art history at Webster University
Worlds Gone Bad: Modern Dystopias and Their Ancient Roots | Geoff Bakewell, L. Palmer Brown
Professor of Interdisciplinary Humanities at Rhodes College
July 24–30
Villains of the Opera: Why Are the Bad Guys (and Gals) So Good? | Dale Duesing ’67, Grammy-winning opera singer
July 31–Aug. 5
Discovering “Deep France” (La France Profonde) | Eilene Hoft-March, Milwaukee-Downer College
and College Endowment Association Professor of Liberal Studies and professor of French at Lawrence
Is it Warm in Here? The Intractable Policy Challenges of Climate Change | David Gerard, associate
professor of economics at Lawrence
Aug. 7–12
Harry S. Truman: An American Life | Tim Crain, director of the National Catholic Center for
Holocaust Education and assistant professor of history at Seton Hill University
Putin’s Russia: Culture and Politics | Peter Thomas, associate professor of Russian studies at Lawrence
Seinfeld and Beyond: The Making of a TV Show | Liz (Megan) Cole ’63, professional television and theatre actor
Aug. 14–20
The Apostle Thomas in Scripture and Tradition | Bill Urbrock, professor emeritus of religious studies at UW–Oshkosh
What Next for Israel in the New Middle East? | Jon Greenwald, vice president of the International Crisis Group
Aug. 28–Sept. 2
What Makes Right Acts Right? | Terry Goode, retired philosophy instructor
Piano Teaching in the 21st Century | Lawrence piano department faculty
Sept. 11–Sept. 16
Espionage and Sabotage in WWII: Four Future CIA Directors Who Served in the OSS | Douglas Waller,
author and former correspondent for Newsweek and Time
Everyday Herbalism: Backyard and Kitchen Remedies for Natural Health | Jacquelyn Dobrinska, herbalist and author
Inside the Box, Outside the Frame: Writing Poetry Your Way | Marilyn Taylor, former poet laureate of Wisconsin
Sept. 18–23
Contemporary China in Two Books and Two Films | Jane Parish Yang, professor emerita of
Chinese language and literature at Lawrence
Laughing Out Loud: An Exploration of the Sources and Effectiveness of Classic On-Screen Humor | Jack Rhodes,
author and film rhetoric scholar
Living and Working with Conflict: Practical Tips for Your Personal and Professional Life | Laura Smythe, attorney,
mediator, professor and owner/founder of Communication Connections, LLC
Sept. 25–30
Boccaccio’s Decameron | Daniel Taylor ’63, Hiram A. Jones Professor and chair emeritus of classics at Lawrence
Door’s Autumn Jewels | Don Quintez, senior ecologist at Schlitz Audubon Nature Center in Milwaukee
Hats in the Ring: A Parade from the Past to the 2016 Presidential Election | Steve Bruemmer, political satire
scholar, and Charlie Schudson, retired prosecutor, judge and Marquette law professor
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The Big

Picture

Assistant Professor of Philosophy Chloe Armstrong's Philosophy
of Food Ethics class takes a closer look at how food is grown
at the Sustainable Lawrence University Gardens. The students
flipped a compost pile on this April day. (Photo by Liz Boutelle)
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711 E. Boldt Way
Appleton, WI 54911-5690

Jeff Kurtenacker ’99, a Los Angeles–based
composer who creates music for video games,
conducts a live recording session with the
Lawrence Symphony Orchestra on April 12.
(Photo by Thompson Photo Imagery)

